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I Find it ſuggeſted in the Na of a Great 
1 Houſe, that the proper and beſt plan for re- 
covering the American Colonies is a naval force, 
and that we ſhould content ourſelves with de- 
fending our garriſons of New-York and Charles- 
town, without an army in the feld. Whenever 
any meaſure, which concerns the public ſafety, 
is propoſed, it is the right of every individual to 
canvaſs it; and, if any one apprehends that it 
has a manifeſt tendency to the ruin of his coun- 
ty, to oppoſe it: I mean, therefore, by this 
public Addreſs, to forewarn the Gentleman who 
{ſuggeſted it, and all others who may intend to 
ſupport it, of its ruinous conſequences ; that, 

Ed B N 
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if T ſhould not be To happy a as to convince kim 

by reaſon, I may, at leaſt, have the poor ſatißE 
faction of pointing out hereafter, be men ub 
W ruined their country. | 


It is a truth, confeſſed by, every man of "04 
and candour, of all parties, that not only the 
manufactures, commerce, and naval ſtrength, 
but the independence and exiſtence of the empire, 
depend on the recovery of our Colonies; and it 
will appear equally obvious, that ſhould we loſe 


our poſts at New-York and Charleſtown, the 


— — wen ER — —— — 
——— 


infallible. conſequence muſt be, the loſs of all 
North-America, the Weſt Indies, and every 
other foreign dominion, We know that France 
has, by a ſolemn treaty, engaged to aſſiſt the 
Congreſs in driving the Britiſh force from the 

Colonies z and, in return for ſo great 4 benefit, 
the Congreſs has ſtipulated to aſſiſt France in 
the conqueſt of our Weſt-Indies. In the pro- 
greſs of the war, ſhould we loſe New-York. and 
Charleſtown, no man can be ſo ignorant as to 
| conceive, that Quebec, Halifax, Newfound- 
land, and Georgia, where the ſtrength of our 
garriſons are comparatively ſmall, will not fall 
of courſe. When this is done, the fate of Great 
Britain is decided; for none, who know the great 
capabilities of America, can doubt, but that 
ſhe will Inſtantly riſe into a formidable naval , 
| power, 


e E 
power, She poſſeſſes in abundance every article 
of naval ſtores. In the year 1780, when her at- 
rention and reſources were employed in oppo- 
ſing our forces by land, ſhe built upwards of 
one hundred veſſels of war from ten to forty 
guns; and, when the laſt advices left New- 
York, ſhe had, in the ſingle port of Philadel- 
phia, ſixteen on the ſtocks, What then are we. 
to expect, when, by our inactivity in America, 
we ſhall leave her to throw all her attention and 
reſources into a naval force! What, when ſhe 
has driven us from our garriſons of New-York 
and Charleſtown! What, when ſhe has con- 
quered Quebec, Halifax, Newfoundland, and 
Georgia! Will ſhe not, when her naval force 
ſhall be combined with that of France and 
Spain, command the American ſeas, and eaſily 
reduce our Weſt-India iſlands, which are ſo 
diſtant from Great Britain, and ſo near to her 
own door? And when this is done, let me ſe- 
riouſly aſk the Eaſt- India Directors, whether, 
upon cool reflection, they can hope to retain 
their diſtant Settlements in India? For, when 
all America and the Weſt-Indies' are loſt, and 
thrown into the ſcale of our enemies, where are. 
our nurſeries of ſeamen to man a navy ? Where 
is the ſuperiority. of the naval force of this 
| kingdom to protect its trade, to defend its fo- 
reign dominions, and to ſupport the inde- 
N | Fs -* pendence 


43 


pendence of the empire itſelf ? They are no 


more! And let me tell Britons, whom it is 

diſtreſſing to find unalarmed at their aanger, 
that from that moment they will be a Jet and 
ruined people; and, in all probability, poſ- 
ſeſſed, as they will be, of only a ſmall compaſs 


of territory, they muſt ſoon become the de- 


pendant vaſſals of ſome neighbouring power. 


Should we content 3 as the propoſal | 


intimates, with attempting to defend our garri- 
ſons of New-York and Charleſtown, without 
having an army in the field to employ the re- 
ſources of Congreſs, to embrace the well · affected 
force of the country, and to combat the main 
army of the rebellion, reaſon and common 
ſenſe will inform every man of reflection what 
will be the fatal conſequences. The civil au- 
thority of the rebel ſtates, which has ever been 
confuſed, feeble, and deranged by our military 


operations, notwithſtanding their want of ex- 
ertion, will be immediately ſettled in peace, 


and maintained with due energy. Their civil 


and military powers will be ſtrengthened, and 


their capacity of exertion be increaſed tenfold. 
The independents in America, who are as in- 
veterate foes to Great Britain as France or Spain, 


will be at leiſure to ſubdue the ſpirit of loyalty 


and attachment to this country, and firmly to 


& eſtabliſh 


its 1 


| eſtabliſh their own independence. The loyaliſts 
will juſtly think themſelves finally berrayed and 
abandoned, and will entertain the - moſt horrid, 


1 


I wiſh 1 could not ſay at the ſame time, the 
moſt juſt opinion of Britiſh treachery and inbu- 
manity. Every motive which peace, ſelf-intereſt, 


and ſelf-· preſervation can diftate, will combine 


in compelling them to ſybmit to the power of 
the uſurpers, and become a ſolid part of their 


force, They muſt from neceſſity, and will moſt 


aſſuredly, unite with the rebels in driving from 
their country a ſet of men who have, in their 


whole conduct, diſcovered, the moſt conſum- 


mate ignorance in the art of war, or the moſt 
daſtardly cowardice z who, though always poſs 


ſeſſed of a force many times greater than the 


army of the Congreſs, without the leaſt regard 
to their duty, or the leaſt. ſenſe of either honour 
or diſgrace, have been, during the long courſe 


of ſeven years, waſting their time andithe wealth 


of the nation in ſhameful diſſipation ; who have 
been living in Juxury, and rioting on the plunder 


ef America, and the peculation f Britain; 
who have, during the courſe of three years, 


pertinaciouſly refuſed, contrary. to their duty 
to their ſovereign and their country, to accept 
of the aid of men more loyal than themſelves, 
and by far more numerous than all the force 
which Congreſs, with every exertion, has been 

N able 
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able to bring into the field; and who, with a 
| degree of treachery and barbarity, which no 
. language can expreſs, and which no experience 
1 had taught us to believe poſſible, have coolly 
. delivered up, to the gallows and to the gibbet, 
thouſands of thoſe innocent, nay moſt merito- 
| rious fellow-ſubjefs, to whom they had pledged 

| the faith of their ſovereign, and their own ho- 
| | nour, for their protection. I fay, ſhould the 
1 great body of Loyalifts in the Colonies be not 
1 immediately encouraged by a change of men 
and of meaſures, and by a proper force, to co- 
Sj operate with them, the difficulty of reducing 
E | the revolt will be ſoon tenfold encreaſed, if 
the poſſibility ſhould exiſt at all. 


Let it be once known in America, that we 
do not mean to ſupport and embrace the loyal 
force in it by vigorous internal operations 
that we intend to forget all ſenſe of their fide- 
lity to our cauſe, of their offers to aſſiſt us, 
and of the numerous ſacrifices they have made 
to our intereſt, Let this laſt act of folly and 
barbarity be added to the catalogue of our 
blunders and treacheries, and I pledge myſelf to 
my country, that we ſhall not retain a friend 
in America, A juſt indignation and reſent- 
ment againſt Britiſh perfidy and cruelty will be 
kindled in every /oyal breaſt, and break forth 

| with 


9 , 


„„ 
with a, power, which our diſſipated and indo- 
lent Aa e will rd e 


4 


en 3 eiegded "Y an depend f it 


vill de expected, that I ſhould ſuggeſt what 


ought to be done at ſo critical and momentous 
a juncture. The neceſfary meaſures are plain, 
and evident to-common ſenſe. Let there be a 
change of our executive ſervants ; for theſe men 
have brought the nation to the brink of ruin, 
and, if continued, will ſoon finally effect its 
deſtruction. Let there be a change of the 


meaſures for” carrying ' on our internal military 


operations for every ftep that has been taken | 
is in direct oppoſition to all the practice and ex- 


perience of war, to all the dictates of reaſon 


and common ſenſe. Inſtead of ſuffering our 
vaſtly ſuperior force to ſleep in New- Tork dur. 
ing four campaigns, diſgracefully beſieged by 


an undiſciplined and truly contemptible enemy, 


let it be ordered into the field. Inſtead of waſt- 
ing our money, and ſacrificing our men in 


deſultory and impolitic expeditions, and in 


rapid and fruitleſs marches, without the leaſt 
attempt to ſecure the country as it is con- 
quered, let the army be ordered to proceed 
after the main force of the Congreſs, to ur ſue 
and . it, tabing care 10 r peace and 

civil 


E 


civil authority in the country as we. conquer it. 
Inſtead of robbing indiſcriminately. the inhabi- 
tants of the country, ftop the rapine and diſgrace- 


| ful plunder, of the, officers and men, and convince 
| the people, thas our troops come as their DEL1- 


VERERS, and not as their OPPRESSORS | AND 
PLUNDERERS. Inſtead of rejecting the loyal 


force of the country, and daily ſacrificing, it to 


the ſavage barbarity of rebellion, enjoin our Ge- 
nerals to embrace it with zeal and cordiality, and 


to make uſe of its aid in Juppraſinę the ee ; 
H ad theſe 1 ;neaſares. been — 


with honour and fidelity in the beginning, it 
would have been impoſſible for the rebellion to 
have continued one year. We know. from the 
moſt unerring documents, as well as from the 
confeſſion of Sir William Howe, that by at- 
tacking, and faintly purſuing the army 'of Con- 


greſs, the only prop of the. rebellion, he had in 
a few months nearly brought all America to a 
ſubmiſſion, although he uniformly rejected the 
aid of the loyaliſts. What then may be done, 
when that force (which, I affirm, whenever pro- 


perly armed and encouraged, will be greatly 


ſuperior to any army the Congreſs can poſſibly 
collect) ſhall unite with a proper force from 
this country. The combined force of France 

and America muſt * to our arms. Let 
| then 


4) 
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1 1 
chen the experiment be honeſtly made. With'fo | 


fair a proſpect before us, let one great exertion 


to ſave the boyour, the ' humanity, and exiſtence 
of the nation take place. It cannot coſt us 
much. A fmall addition to our force already 


in America is only neceſſary. The juncture is 


critical and important. For the moment is ap- 
proaching faſt, hen otherwiſe exertions of ten- 
fold expence will be n for the —_— 
of our nan. n 42 | 


Bur i It is whiſpered, that 6 * e 
men in Parliament are tired of the war, aud 
will not conſent to ſend more tropps to America; 
no, not even a number to replace the army, 
which has been lately ſo diſgracefully loſt. This 
muſt be calumny z for can it be poſſible, that 
the landed intereſt of any country, the great 
ſupport of its honour. and ſafety, can be ſo loſk 
to all ſenſe of i its own welfare, as not to know. 


that the value of lands muſt ever depend on the 


flouriſhing ſtate of the manufactures and com- 
merce of the country? What was it that raiſed 
the value of their eſtates after the laſt war, bur 
our ſucceſſes in that war. and the great extent 
of our manufactures and commerce produced 


by thoſe ſucceſſes? What will be the value of 


their eſtates, ſhould our manufactures decay, 
our commerce be loſt, and our independence be 
C ſacrificed 


—.— Comes n N 
— — —— — — 
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ſacrificed to the ambition of France, and the 


ingratitude and treachery of America! Are 
_ theſe men, who hold the principal fake in the 


nation, the firſt who ſhrink from the neceſſary 
burthens of the State? Will they not ſupport 
the manufacturers and merchants of their coun- 
try. when their combined intereſt, and all that 

is dear and valuable to man, loudly demand it ? 
Will they not, as their anceſtors have ſo often 
done, exert every nerve to ſupport their own 


freedom and the exiſtence of the empire, when 
they ſee it verging faſt towards a diſſolution? 


They will! they muſt! The ſuſpicion would 
be ungenerous—the whiſper is unjuſt! How- 


ever, were it poſſible to be otherwiſe, my hearty 


advice to the manufacturers and merchants 


would be, to unite as one man, and to prevail 


on thoſe who poſſeſs the great and permanent 


wealth of the nation, to rouze from a lethargy, 


which will bring on themſelves, and the com- 
nur, UNIVERSAL RUIN. 


FaABRICIVs. 


ee 


e Hun. mihi nullo diſcrimine agetue. 
| Vito, 


MY FELLOW SUBJECTS, /-// | 
HE perſon who preſumes to addreſs you, 
is above the influence of any party, His 
ſpirit is not to be bribed by the allurements of 
wealth, nor deterred from its duty by the pro- 
ſpe of the deepeſt adverſity, Beſides, there is 
no man in the kingdom more deeply intereſted 
in its honour and ſafety than himſelf; and if he 
is a judge of his own heart, an ardent zeal and 
love for his country at this moment dire& his 
pen. f | 


I will not, at this critical juncture, when the 
fate of. our country depends on the wiſdom and 
ſpirit of thoſe reſolutions which muſt be taken 
in a few days, trouble you on the policy or 
Juſtice of the American war, That ſubject has 
been fully diſcuſſed, and is now perfectly un- 
derſtood. All men perceive, that on the re- 
cover and union of the Colonies with Great 
C 2 Britain, 
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nn our manufactures, commerce, the va- 
lue of our lands, our naval ſtrength, our fo- 

reign dominions, and even our exiſtence as 4 
free and indepeudent peopli, muſt ultimately de- 
pend. All of us, who will ſuffer Reaſon to re- 
ſume her throne for a moment, and will view 
the political horizon before us, muſt know, 
that by the moſt natural and infallible conſe- 


quences, when robbed of its Calonies, the ſafety 
and glory of the empire muſt, like a departing 


ſun, ſink into wee of en hat never to 


nie again... 26 % 504% f 


When the 3 dhe eee of our 
misfortunes, broke out, and indeed-every year 
ſince, An told you that it might be ſup- 


preſſed. Your faith met their aſſertions. Your 


Repreſentatives in Parliament liberally grant - 
ed the aids demanded as adequate to the 
buſineſs. Seven years have elapſed! Your 
millions are ſpent! Nothing, worſe than no- 
thing, has been done! Your enemies are tri- 


TT 


To what concluſions does this i plain ſtate of 
facts lead us? It proves beyond a doubt, that 
either A——n have deceived the parliament 
and the people, or that our executive fervants, 
entruſted with the military operations in Ame-- 


rica, 


13 J 
rica, have deceived them and betrayed their 
country. One of theſe propoſitions muſt be 
true; and it is now become a matter of the 
utmoſt importance to the public ſafety, that we 
ſhould know to whom the deception or the 
treachery ought in juſtice to be imputed. If it 
ſhould be found, that A——#t have been de- 
ceiving the nation, by carrying on a war with- 
out hope of ſucceſs, they muſt be unworthy of 
the future confidence of their ſovereign or their 
country. If it ſhould appear, that our execu- 
tive ſervants have waſted the public money in 
riot and diſſipation; that they have, by their 
indolence and miſcondutt, betrayed a truſt the 
moſt momentous to our ſafety, and involved 

their country in its preſent infamy and ruin; 
the juſtice of an injured nation cries aloud for 
the puniſhment due to the atrocity of their 
erimes. Beſides, this enquiry is further neceſ- 
ſary, becauſe it is from thence alone that the 
true cauſes of our failure in that war can poſſi bly 
be known. Without it, no remedy can be ap- 
plied, and our future reſolutions may be pro- 
ductive of the worſt conſequences. Upon a 
ſolemn inveſtigation of truth, all the facts and 
circumſtances neceſſary to a right direction of 
dur future conduct muſt appear. Whether the 
war in America has been practicable or not; 
PF hether the rebellion may not be, by the pro- 
$ per 
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per exertions, yet eaſily ſuppreſſed, and the 
Colonies once more reſtored to the State, will no 
longer remain matters of doubt. In this en- 
quiry, truth will burſt forth from the cloud in 
which it is at preſent inveloped; and wiſdom 
will be able to direct us with i e to the 
meaſures which muſt lead to ſucceſs, 


Such are hs reaſons for an e into the 
cauſes of our public misfortunes. Reaſons more 
powerful and more truly intereſting to a nation 
never yet exiſted. And will not ſuch reaſons. 
lead us to proſecute the only meaſure that can 
fave a ſinking ſtate? Is there no man among 
the numbers to whom we have entruſted the 
care of our national ſafety, who will aſſume a 
ſpirit that ſhall demand and obtain an inveſti- 
gation of the diſorders of the empire. Shall the 
wounds. of our country be verging faſt towards 
mortality, and can we find no ſkilful hand 
that ſhall probe them to the bottom, and apply 
the healing balſam? Muſt Britain periſb for 
want of virtue, juſtice, . and magnanimily in its 
public ſervants? No! there are ſurely faithful 
Stewards in both H——s of P-—t, who will 
examine into the bottom of her public misfor- 
iunes, and yet raiſe her honour and fame to 
their former luſtre. And let us, my Fellow- 


ſubjects, as it is our incumbent duty, implore 
them 


E: 29] 


them to do it, and reſolve unanimouſly to 


ſtrengthen their hands in the proſecution of a 
meaſure ſo laudable in its DAY ſo momeſtous 
to our ſafety. 


But leſt no ſuch ſtep ſhould be taken, and che 
minds of the people ſhould yet wander longer 
in doubt and uncertainty, and reſolutions fatal 
to the ſafety and exiſtence of the nation ſhould 
be the conſequence, it is my determined purpoſe 
to lay before you, in a brief manner, what 
would be the reſult of ſuch enquiry, and what 
truly are the cauſes of the public diſaſters. In 

doing this, candour and truth ſhall be my ſole 


attendants. Neither the power or fear of man 
ſhall ſuppreſs a thought, nor the influence of | 


| party CXAggerate & fact. 


Upon this enquiry, ſhould it ever be fully. 


and honeſtly made, it will appear that A——n 


has been much to blame. A want of firmneſs 
and ſpirit to call the faithleſs ſervants of the 
Public to due puniſhment, has too long marked. 
their conduct. Upon a due exertion of this ſpi- 


rit the vigour and ſafety of all governments 
muſt ever depend. When Fuftice ſleeps, of- 


fenders will triumph. When unprincipled men 
employed in the public ſervice are taught to 


believe, that no account of their delinquencies 


8 will 
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will be demanded, private intereſt will ever pte. 
vail over public duty, and the buſineſs of the 
nation will remain undone. There never was a 
ſociety in any age or country, where this was 


the caſe, which did not become a ſcene of 


weakneſs and confuſion, and ſoon tumble into 


ruin. It is to this want of ſpirit in A——n, 


that all the infidelity and cowardice, which have 
ſo manifeſtly marked the conduct of our armies 
and navy, are only to be imputed ; when one 
fingle example, made with firmneſs and ſpirit, 
would, in all probability, have prevented all our 


publie misfortunes and "Viſgraces. 


Here then An have erred, greatly erred 
in their too much extended lenity; nor will 
I attempt to vindicate them; for lenity, when 
the public ſafety is concerned, ever was and 
ever muſt be criminal, Indeed, I know they have 
had difficulties to encounter, greater than any 
preceding A——n. In former wars, the Op- 
poſition, which the freedom of our Govern- 

mgnt naturally produces, has always made the' 
delinquency and miſconduct of the public ſer- 
vants the ground of their clamours. They were 
the firſt who raiſed the cry againſt the indolent, 
the cowardly, or treacherous. Here Govern- 
ment eaſily met them, and offenders againſt the 

public 
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public ſafety were brought to eondigh puniſnh- 
ment. The examples” made have given Tpifit 

and vigour to our future operations j and we | 

have ſeer our! country; from'a Rate of deſpond- 
ency and diſgrace, greater than the Preſent, 
inſtantly emerge into ſafety and glory. But the 
preſent Oppoſition has been of a very different. 
complexion; they have uniformly acted upon 
principles directly ſubverſive of the honour and 
ſafety of the nation. Their inceſſant clamours 
in favour of rebellion, in charging A——n 
with imaginary delinquencies, and vindicating 
thoſe who have betrayed the moſt important 
public truſts, have in a manner conſtantly en- 
groſſed the precious time of our great public 
councils, Every public delinquent has been 
received into their boſoms, and ſecured from 
public juſtice under the wings of their faction; 
and even the thanks of a great nation have been 
given to a man, who fled from an inferior ene- | 
my, whom he ought to have deſtroyed. 


Such is the preſent Oppoſition, and ſuch the 
difficulties againſt which A-——n have had 
conſtantly to ſtruggle: and yet I do not men- 
tion them as a full apology for men, who, 
would they with firmneſs and ſpirit execute the 
laws, and bring the public delinquents to pub- 
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lie examination and juſtice, - would enſurt to 
themſelves the confidence and ſupport of a 
great and free people, while their hands would 
be thus ſtrengthened, and their great exertions 
to ſave their country be crowned, with the me- 
rired ſucceſs, os v1 ON 124418. 
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Tros, Tyri | Tyriuſque mihi nullo diſcrimine agetur. 
| ae Vigs, 55 


ur FELLOW SUB Jrers, 


N my laſt, 1 have treated of FE 
thoſe in the high departments of the ſtate, 
with that freedom of exarpinatipn which became 
a Britiſh ſubject. I mean, in this Addreſs to vou, 
to canvaſs the conduct of others in ſubordinate 
ſtations with no more than equal freedom. My. 
ſole aim is to furniſh your minds with that in- 
formation which is neceſſary, at this critical 
juncture, to upright and wiſe deciſions, and 
without which your future reſolutions muſt be 
taken in the dark. For I am not now to learn 
that your minds have been prejudiced, . and. 
yourſelves, through the groſſeſt miſinformation, 
have been led blindfold to the brink of ruin. 


If the Servants of the Public in the higher de- 
partments have acted with too much lenity, 
thoſe in ſubordinate characters, devoted to 
mercenary views, and ſupported by faction, 

2 2 have 
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have availed themſelves of that lenity, and 
betrayed them and our country. For it can- 
not be denied, that the exertions made here 
for the recovery oft our Calonies have been 
greater by far, than were ever before made by any 
Adminiſtration. . Look for yourſelves into the 
force which has been ſent over to America, and. 
you will find it greater than was ever before ſent 
to ſuch a diſtance by any nation. Look into the 
force of the Congreſs, and it will appear, that 
it has ever been contemptibly inferior both in 
diſcipline and numbers. Look into che ſtate of 
the rebellion," and m every ta e, daring the 
cout ſe of ſeven years, you will find it without 
tue teſources of either woney or men, defpond- 
ing and almoſt expiring, and that nothing in 
the power of the Congreſs could have ſuppo ported 

| ir aguinſt the proper exertion. of one third part 
of our forces, which were uſeleſeiy detained, 

and waſting their time in rior and diſſipation, 
during whole campaighs, | in our garriſons, 
Suffer me to tell you, that the whole force, 
which all the exertions of the Congreſs and 
rebel ſtates have been able to ſend into the field, 

has never amounted in numbers (not to men- 
tiob its inferiority in diſeipline) to one half, 
often not to one third, and ſometimes not to 
ane ee of thoſe high · ſpirited and well- 
. diſciplined 


5 L 
diſeiplined troops, which might have been led 
againſt it. Let the returns of your armies, and 


a number of witneſſes of undoubted credit now 


in Britain, who know the ſtrength of the ene- 
my, be examined, and this truth ſhall af 
1 . RI nne 


One more fad, yet more important than any 


IJ have mentioned, remains to be told; and 
however ſtrange it may appear to minds. pre- 
judiced by miſinformation, it is a ſolemn truth. 
Would you candidly examine into the diſpo- 
fitions- of the people in America, and the ſtate 
of their parties, you will find that multitudes of 

our fellow-ſubjects,. attached to us by prin- 
ciple, and groaning under the horrid tyranny 
and cruelty of the uſurpers, have ever been, 
and yet are, ready to unite in the proper mea- 


ſures for delivering themſelves from their pre- 


ſent ſlavery, and for reſtoring. the government 
of your Sovereign, Preciſely. to.determige with- 
out enumeration the exact number. of thoſe 
faithful friends, whom no arts, allurements, 


nor oppreſſions, have been capable of alienating 


from dur intereſt, is impoſſible. But there are 
abundant proofs, that they are by far more nu- 
merous than the adherents to the rebellion. Of 
this no man, who is truly acquainted with the 
diſpoſitions, and the preſent ſtate of the parties 

Tc | n 


Aan 
in America, can poſſibly doubt. It is well 


known there, that many hundreds have, with 

unparalleled fortitude, ſubmitted to the maſt 
horrid impriſonment, and ſuffered the moſt ig- 

. _nominjous death for giving us aid. Many 


thouſands have enliſted in our provincial 
corps, and have acted with a fidelity and 
bravery not ſurpaſſed, by Britiſh troops; and 


many of theſe have died in the vindication of 


our rights. Many thouſands have, through too 
much zeal for our cauſe, taken up ſuch arms as 
they could procure, although altogether inade- 


quate to the purpoſe of war, in order to join 


and aſſiſt us in reducing the rebellion. Tens of 
thouſands are, at- this moment, ſubmitting to 
every kind of oppreſſion, rather than to abjure 
their Sovereign, and acknowledge the right of 
the uſurpers. And tens of thouſands have 


offered their aſſiſtance and co-operation, in re- 


ſtoring the authority of our Sovereign. The 
author of theſe aſſertions would not dare to lay 
them before you, if he could not point to the 
facts which will ſupport them. A force ſo great, 
and bound together by the fame principles and 


deſire of freedom, would long ſince have effected 
* a>revolution in favour of Government, could 
they have obtained the means of war, of vhich 


they were originally deprived by the rebels, 


and have ever r lince been deſtitute, 
4 | With 


1 

Wich all theſe truly important circuniſtaticey 
before us, not only promiſing, but enſuring ſuc- 
ceſs, had they been properly embraced and di- 
rected, what meaſures have been purſued on 
our ſide, which carried with them any proba- 
bility of reducing the contemptible army of the 
enemy? What advantage has been taken of 
the deſponding and deſperate ſtate of the rebel- 
lion, when its chief force in the field has often 
ſcarcely deſerved the name of an army? What 
meaſures have been purſued, to embody, arm, 
and ſupport the loyaliſts in America, who have 
given ſuch demonſtration of their attachment to 
our cauſe? Or what ſteps have been taken, 
which have in any degree tended to keep up their 

ſpirits, or to end the rebellion? There has been 
ſcarcely one! Call on your executive ſervants to 
point out thoſe, which did not tend rather to 
prolong than terminate the war; and, notwith- 
| ſtanding what they may be able to ſay for 
themſelves, I will prove to your full conviction, 
that their general conduct has been directly re- 
pugnant to all the practict of war, and every dic- 
tate of reaſon and common ſenſe. Indeed, I hope, 
betore | finiſh theſe Letters, by a candid appeal 
to facts, to convince you, that had ſome evil 
genius, the. enemy of Great Britain, and the 
friend of rebellion, preſided in our executive 
z councils, 


TEL. > 
councils, the conduct of the war could not have 
been more perfectly adapted to fruſtrate the de- 
ſigns of government, and prolong the rebellion 
a rebellion, which has been to them CG 
008034 ec e e | 


I nt 


Be not ſurpriſed, wy borne at all 
this. It is neither novel nor unnatural. It is 
what we ought, and muſt expect, while the Ser- 
vants of the Public know, that however they 
may act inconſiſtently with their duty, the juf- 
tice of the nation will fleep, or ſhould it be 
rouſed, that they will be ſupported by a pores 
ful, ee and — ee 


1 


- rapRICIS. | 


* o 
83 * 
* 


L 26 1 


wel 
"Ws 2.5 


LETTER IW. 


14 


Ur corpora wer a mente, fic civitas ſine lege, ſuis par- 
a e, ut ne ac ſanguine, et membris ati non poteſt. 
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MY FELLOW $vn3tens, n (+ 
= O point out in detail all the miſcanduR 
of the American war, ariſing from the 
ſiniſter views of the individuals concerned, as 
well as from a diſgraceful effeminacy, and fond- 
neſs for diſſipation, would engroſs more time 
than can at preſent be ſpared; yet, ſurrounded 
as you are with difficulties and dangers, it is 
high time that you ſhould know the true ſources 
of your 'public diſgraces and misfortunes, in 
order that you may be enabled, by one <vi/e and 
deciſive exertion, to ſave your country from 
the impending ruin, 1 ſhall therefore content 
myſelf with a plain delineation of the great 
lines of the miſmanagement of your executive 
ſervants, who have involved you in your pre - 
ſent diſtreſs, 


Qur e when they had defeated and 
purſued the rebel force out of a diſtrict or pro- 
vince, and when there remained nothing to pre- 
. E T vent 
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vent it, ought to have known, that it was 
their immediate duty to eſtabliſn civil autho- 
rity. This was the great object and end of 
their buſineſs; and with a view to it, they were 
entruſted with the proper commiſſion. This 
meaſure was neceſſary to refute the falſe charge 
of the Congreſs, that their Sovereign ulti- 
mately intended to inſlave his people;“ a charge 
on which the Congreſs had ever relied for de- 
luding the Coloniſts into its meaſures. It was 
neceſſary to bring over the minds of the deluded 
and ſeditious to their former allegiance, by pla- 
cing before their eyes the difference between the 
freedom and happineſs of a Britiſn government, 


and the barbarous tyranny of the republican 


uſurpers. It was neceſſary to obtain the aid, and 
ſecure the attachment, of the great bodies of loy- 
aliſts to be found in every province, who have 


been ever ready to take up arms for reſtoring and 


defending the civil authority of the Crown. It 
was not poſſible for men, who had every oppor- 
tunity of the beſt information, to avoid ſeeing, 
that until this was done, it was impoſſible to 
obtain the aid of the loyaliſts, They knew, 
becauſe they ſaw, that the people were more on 
a level in that country than in -any other ; that 
the loyaliſts in general were men of property; 
and therefore that it was abſurd to expect they 
couldever be prevailed on to ſubmit to abſolute 

| and 
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and uncontrouled military domination, although 
they were ready to embody themſelves as mi- 
litia under the direction of the Civil Magiſ- 
trate, for diſarming the diſaffected, and de- 
fending their own reſpective provinces, while 
the army ſhould be led againſt the chief force 
of the rebellion. 


There was 9 Py for ha immediate 
eſtabliſhment of the civil authority too evident 
to be overlooked. The great deſign of this au- 
thority in every ſociety is to ſuppreſs, by due 
| puniſhment, the wicked and ſeditious, and to 

preſerve the internal peace; and it has ever 
been found, extraordinary caſes excepted, com- 
petent to the deſign of its inſtitution. The 
military power in every government, whatever 
be its fotm, is ſubordinate to the civil, and is 
principally intended for the defence of the com- 
munity againſt foreign invaſion. This is its 
great and peculiar object. How much aſſiſtance, 
then, towards ſuppreſſing the rebellion, might 
have been derived from the afore-mentioned 
policy? Every province, from which the rebel 
force has been driven, contains a majority of 
loyaliſts, and might have been defended and 
ſecured by them, at leaſt, if aſſiſted by a few 
hundreds of our troops, againſt all enemies 
but the army of Congreſs; while our ſuperior 
| «4; force 
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force might have been led apainſt its only pro- 
per object, the principal force of the enemy, 


Yet it is notorious, that our Generals have 
been in the full poſſeſſion of Eaſt and Weſt 
Jerſey, of North and South Carolina, without 
taking one ſtep to ſecure them to the Crown. The 
armies of the Congreſs ſent for their defence, 
and all the officers of the rebel Rates; had been 
driven out. An univerſal panic prevailed in the 
breaſt of every rebel, and our Generals had as 
fair opportunities of ſecuring theſe conqueſts by 
the means I have ſuggeſted, as Alexander, Cæ- 
ſar, or any other conqueror, ever had in any 
territory, which they united to their dominions. 
But what uſe was made of theſe opportunities 
by our Generals? Was there any attempt to 
reſtore the provinces, thus reduced, to the peace 
of the Crown and the bleſſings of civil govern. . 
ment? Were the faithful ſubjects of the Crown 
properly called on and embodied to defend their 
reſpective diſtricts? Has there been ever any 
encouragement given to induce them even to 
continue in their allegiance? No! but on the 


cContrary, inſtead of civil government, military 


law, with all its uſual injuſtice, rapine, and ty- 
ranny, has been eſtabliſhed and extended to the 
people without any diſtinction. Our faithful 
fellow ſubjects, who imagined that our force 

ie SW had 
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had been ſent" for their protection, found them 
ſelves the ſudjects of à deſpotiſm nearly equal 
to that of rebellion itſelf. In ſhort, almoſt 
every ſtep which invention could dictate to en- 
able the panic-ſtruck ſpirit of rebellion to re- 

cover, and to drive the loyaliſts into ge. e 
ency, * neee, 17 ine 


in Dye eaſe of Wee when your then 
Commander in Chief had defeated and purſued 
the rebel army from Long - Iſland and New-York, 
over the North River and the Delaware, and re- 
duced it to 3000 men; and at a time, when he 
himſelf has publickly confeſſed, that he had 
nearly brought all America to a“ general ſub- 
miſſion,” he made no attempt to ſecure his con- 
queſt by adopting this policy. He even refuſed 
to accept the tendered ſervices of the Loyaliſts, 
and though he had under his command 27,000 
high-ſpirited * troops fluſhed with victory, he 
coll ſhamefully ſuffered this diminiſhed and 
paltry army of the rebels to reconquer the 
whole province of New-Jerſey, his poſts at 
Brunſwick and Amboy excepred, which ſoon 
after were given up to them. | 


The ſame capital omiſtion' in South ene 
the noble General, who commanded in that 
Ry was guilty of, When he took the com- 
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mand there, Charleſtown was: already: * 
to his hands, and the rebel army, which had 
been employed for the defence of it, were pri- 
ſoners of war. Soon after he defeated at Cam- 


den the force which Gates was able to collect, 
and either killed, captured, or diſperſed, his 
whole army. South Carolina was now without a 


force to oppoſe him. He might have eſtabliſned 
what government he pleaſed : he might have 


embodied the Loyaliſts in the form of a militia, 
for the immediate defence of the province, and 


difarmed every diſaffected perſon in it. But mi- 
litary government was ſettled; and nothing but 
military ideas prevailing, nothing that wenn 
with good policy was done. 


He next paſſed into North Carolina 3 a pro- 
vince, where the loyaliſts were ſo numerous, 
that he was obliged to retract as publickly, as 
he had given, his opinion in the Houſe of Com- 


mons i; for in his letter to the Secretary of State 


for the American department, of the 3oth of 
June, 1780, he writes as follows: I have 
eſtabliſhed the moſt ſatisfactory correſpondence, 


and have ſeen ſeveral people of credit and un- 


doubted fidelity from North Carolina. They 
all agree in aſſurances of the good diſpoſition of 


3 2 conſiderable body of the inhabitants, and of 


the impoſſibility of ſubſiſting a body of troops 


See his Examination, 
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in that country, till the harveſt is over. This ä 


reaſon, the heat of the ſummer, and the un- 
ſetiled ſtate, of South, Carolina, all concurred 


to convince, me of the necellity of poſtponing 
offenſive operations on that ſide, till the latter 


end of Auguſt, or beginning of September; 


and in conſequence, I ſent emiſſaries to the 
leading perſons among our friends, recommend- 
ing, in the ſtrongeſt terms, that they ſnhould at- 
tend to their harveſt, prepare, proviſions, and 
remain quiet, until the King's troops were 
ready to enter the province. 15 


« Notwithſtanding theſe precautions, I am 
ſorry to fay, that a conſiderable number of 
loyal inhabitants of Tryon country, encouraged 
and headed by a Colonel Moore, roſe on the 
18th inſtant, without order or caution,, and 
were, in a few days, defeated by General 
Rutherford, with ſome loſs.” And in another 
letter of Auguſt 6, two months after, he ſays, 
« Our aſſurances of attachment from our dil- 
treſſed friends in North Carolina are as ſtrong 
as ever; and the patience and fortitude, with 


which thoſe unhappy people bear the moſt op- 


prefſive and cruel tyranny, that ever was exer- 
ciſed over any country, deſerve our Sen: eſt 


admiration.“ | 
I have 


ES... on. 
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- Thave given you theſe extracts in your Generals 
own words, becauſe ſome affect to diſbelieve the 
truths they contain, although aſſerted by every 
loyal American in this country. With ſuch men, 


it is in vain to reaſon; for if, after the great 


numbers of Loyaliſts who have enliſted in our 
provincial corps, and the many accounts of dif- 


ferent bodies who have riſen in our favour, 


and died on the gallows, for adhering: to 


our cauſe, they will not believe a fact ſo ſtrongly 


proved, -an angel from heaven would not __ 
able to convince them of it. 


Let us now follow his Lordſhip in North Ca- 
rolina. Though he never took one poſt in that 
province, as, | preſume, he ought to have done, 
in order to give the Loyaliſts an opportunity to 


join him, yet numbers offered to do this, pro- 
vided they might enliſt under officers of their 


on chooſing, and for the particular purpoſe 
of defending the province, where their property 
and families were to remain, But this was re- 
fuſed; and ſuch terms of enliſtment were held 
out to them, as every generous mind muſt ab- 
hor and deteſt. The firſt condition was, as I 


have been well informed, that they ſhould en- 


liſt, during the war, as common ſoldiers, and 


od courſe be liable to be dragged from the de- 


fence 


7 


i % % % 1 
| ence of all they held dear and valuable, 
he ſecond was, that they ſhould be entifted 


under the field officers of his own appvinr- 


ment, and conſequently ſubject to the cruel 
ſentence of their courts-martial. for every tri- 
vial offence. Such were the encouragements 


which he offered; although he knew there were 


many men among them as independent 1 in for- 
tune as himſelf, Thoſe ignominious terms 


were rejected, as every man of common ſenſe 


muſt have known that they would be. You 
yourſelves, were you in the dreadful ſtate of the 
Loyaliſts, would have rejected them with diſ- 


dain, and perhaps in the ſame-manly language, 
« That you would ſooner die in ſwamps, or 


in the wilderneſs, than give up with your own 
conſent that freedom, for which you were ready 
ro e . 


Such were the irrational and impolitic mea- 
ſures taken to obtain the aid of the loyaliſts in 


South and North Carolina, The neceſſary 
conſequences were, that the firſt- mentioned 


| province, after it was reduced, wanted that 


faithful defence which might have been 
formed within it z and his Lordſhip was ob- 


liged to leave a much greater part of his 


force for its protection, than would other- 
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wiſe 3 been: neceſſary, or than he PP 
prudently ſpare: the wretched policy and fatal 
conſequence of which ſhall appear in a ſubſe» 
quent letter, | 
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7 HEN a Commander of an army entets 

into a province or diſtrict of a country, 
with a to conquer it, common · ſenſe and 
all the practice of war muſt tell him, that it is 
his firſt buſineſs to deſtroy or drive out of it 
the force which ſhall attempt to defend ir, 
This, and this only, can give. him the poſſeſ- 
ſion of the country, and enable him to put it 
in a ſtate of ſecurity, while he proceeds in his 
other conqueſts. And a little reflection muſt 
alſo inform him, that this can be done dos by 
the d n. 2 2 


a By» oe FG the hoſtile or ita 

inhabitants, and puniſhing, or at leaſt confining; 
every man whom he has E to a ics will 
oppoſe amm 89 


FS 
2 - © 


adly, If there be a eg] inthe country; _— 
nn his deſigns, by giving * all b en- 


couragement. 


| 
| 


the oath of allegiance to 7000 men, This done, 


(4.1 


And, thirdly, by bringing over to his aid as 
many more of the inhabitants as he can. 


It is by theſe meaſures all a coun- 
tries have beet ſecured and retained. It was 
this policy which enabled Alexander to leave 
every country he had reduced in perfect ſecu- 


rity, to recruit and enereaſe the numbers of his 


army by the people be had ſubdued, and to ex- 
tend his conqueſts from the Strymon to the In- 
dus. The fame. alſo. were the meaſures which 
carried Cæſar on the wings of Honour | and 
Fame even to the conqueſts of Germany and 
1ranſalpige Gaul; and the ſame moaſures have 


been before, and ever ſiace, invariably purſued 


by the leaders of armies, the Generals whom wa = 
have wnfertunaicly. employed in America only ex- 

cepied.— Fheſe men, either believing | them» 
{clves wiſer than all the great and fucceſsful 
conquerors that have ever lived before them, 
or, totally ignorant of the great policy and 
principles, of war, or from ſome worſe cauſe, 
during the courſe of ſeven campaigns, have re- 


verſed the meatures which reaſon; confirmed by 


the experience of ages, has «manifeſted to be 
neceſſary to the conqueſt of a country. Our 
grit Commander in Chief, as J have hinted be- 
fore, cohquered New Jerſey, and adminiſtered 


he 


19 


_ thoſe who had adhered to his Sovereign, and 
pur themſcives under his protection, although 
he was at the head of a force, at leaſt eight 
times greater than that of his enemy. When 
we examine the conduct of our ſouthern Ge- 
ntral, we find bim purſuing the fame wretched 
policy, of conquering a country, and then de- 
ſenting it, not withſtanding he had ſeen the 
mischiefß acecnckag-ie in the een o New 


drr. 


Inſtead of Sen South ene ab dr 
ting it into a poſture of defence, he left many of 
the ſeditious not diſarmed the loyaliſts not em- 
bodied, and ſeveral rebel corps in the pro- 
vince; and, wich the rapidity of a winged Mer- 
cury, purfued the light- armed troops under the 
rebel General Green, upwards of 1200 miles. 


The miſchief of this unprecedented con- 
eee is ſearcely ts be deſcribed. The ct 


= Wikerher a retreat dom Nes Jerſey, and 
the ſacniſice of the- Loyaliſts, by: it, ought. to be imputed to 
the Commander in Chief, or to his. Lordſhip, I will:not 
determine. In juſtice, perhaps, it ought to be imputed to 
both. For his Lordſhip had the command of the Britiſh 
army in New Jerſey, when this memorable manceuvre 
took * - | 


tious, 
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tious, whom he had neither ed nor 
diſarmed, encouraged by the diſtance of his 


force, and the inſecure ſtate of the province, 
recovered their ſpirits, and joined the rebel 


General, Sumpter, in retaking his poſts, and 


reconquering the province. His Lordſhip pur- 
ſued. the light - armed troops of his enemy in 


vain; becauſe they knew the roads and the 


country better than himſelf. By a march 


ſo long and rapid, he waſted daily his own 
force, without taking a ſingle ſtep to recruit it, 


although he ſaw the numbers of the army he 


was purſuing daily increaſing. Thoſe numerous 


loyalifts, whom he has acknowledged were in 


the province through which he was paſſing, 
and. whoſe. ardour to give him aſſiſtance he 
could not for ſome time ſuppreſs, he had for- 
bidden to Join him until he had called for | 


their aid. Hh 


"Y 


C 
a perfect contraſt to that of the rebel com- 
manders. The firſt, with all the knowledge 


which long experience could give, reverſed | 
the uſual practice of war, and that policy 


which has never failed of ſucceſs; while 
the other, without any experience, made theſe 


the invariable rules of his conduct. If the firſt 


8 e „ ee 
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knew that there was a great number of loyaliſts 
in North Carolina, and rejected or neglected 
the meaſares neceſſary to obtain their aid; the 
other alſo knew there were likewiſe rebels, wo 
adhered to the uſurpation he wiſhed to ſupport. 
On theſe he never ceaſed to call, and to en- 
courage them, by every art and means in his 
power, to give him their aid. Nor did he call 
in vain, for there was no diſtrict through which 
he paſſed, wherein he did not pick up ſome re- 
bel militia, and in the end amply ſupplied the 
number he had loſt. Thus this unexperienced 
young man, at the head of a defeated and re- 
treating army of undiſciplined troops, was en- 


abled to increaſe his force, while his purſuer, 


with all his experience, and at the head of an 
army fluſhed with repeated victories, waſted and 
deſtroyed his own ſtrength, in a country where 
it might have been, by the ſame meaſures, 

| Down increaſed. | | 
By this ene conduct on our part, and 
the good ſenſe of the rebel General, the latter 
ſoon found himſelf at the head of a force, 
which he thought could face and defeat our 
waſted army. Nor was he altogether miſtaken. 
Inſtead of flying, he offered a fair combat. 
The ſuperior diſcipline of Briciſh troops diſap- 
pointed 
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ſuſpecded, and confine every dangerous, perſon, 


(0 7. 


pointed him of his wiſhed- for ** 5 
not of a real victory in the conſequences. The 
rebel General was repulſed, and outs kept the 
feld. But what were the effects? The firſt 
returned to the conqueſt of that province, which 
our folly had left in a ſtate of - infecurity, 
while this rapid conqueror was obliged, for 
want of proviſions, as he alleges, to go to Cape 
Fear, in North Carolina, Whether this rea- 


ſon be a good one, | ſhall not ſtop to inquire, 


However, this we know, that the rebel Gene- 
ral did immediately return to South Carolina, 


and found proviſions ſufficient to ſupport a 


greater number than thoſe 2 the nn 
of his ir | 


one, who e looks © 


deeper than the ſurface of things, may be de- 
_ ceived by the glittering of a name. Such men 


have highly applauded his Lordſhip's conduct 


in this raſh and fatal march; but men of ſenſe 


and military knowledge will aſk the following + 
queſtions: Why did not his Lordſhip, after 
the battle of Camden, take the proper mea- 
ſures for fecuring the province of South Caro- 
lina, ſeeing it was of the firſt importance to his 
future ſucceſs? Why did he not diſarm every 


and 


4 
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and ſuffer! the loyaliſts» to embody themſelves 
for the protection of their country? When he 
found that he could not overtake his retreating 
enemy, and that his on force was waſting. 


with-exceſz of fatigue, while the rebel army was 
increaſing in numbers and ftrength, why did 
he not halt, and, taking poſt among thele nu- 


merous loyaliſts, which, he himſelf has con- 
feſſed, were in North Carolina, cover them un- 


til they were embodied, and had joined him, 


ↄgreeably to his promiſe, and their ſanguine ex- 


pectations? Why would he not accept of the 


tendered ſervices of the loyaliſts on their own 
reaſonable terms, nor unleſs they would be- 
come common ſoldiers, and ſubmit to terms which 
every freeman muſt. deteſt? And in as much 
as he knew his defeated enemy was about to re- 
turn to the conqueſt of the province which he 
had left in a tate of inſecurity, and to ſnatch 
from his brow the laurels he had gained, why 
did he not return alſo to ſave and protect them? 


8 This rapid, raſh, and unprecedented march, 


fruitleſs in its effect, and moſt deſtructive to the 
object which ought to have been purſued ; this 
wanton waſte of men, and loſs of time, which 
ought to have been employed in defending the 
country he had conquered z\ and in 3 

| | his 
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his n eee reminds me of the Mü and 
the Tortoiſe in the fable, or of an unſkilful rider, 
who puſhes his horſe out of breath in the be- 
ginning of the race, and then ſuffers his anta- 
goniſt to walk at his lin to the 1 before 
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MY. FELLOW SUB Moers, 


AM called on by a perſon chats the fins 
ture of A. S. to anſwer a number of que- 
ries, reſpecting the propriety and neceſſity of 
carrying on the American war. This will di- 
vert me, for a time, from proſecuting the en- 
quiry into the failures of that war. In my an- 
ſwers, I ſhall ſtudy that candour and decency | 
which are due to your good ſenſe, and avoid 
that abuſe, which is ever the low ſhift- of men, 
-F who, acting from ſiniſter motives, cannot find 
facts nor juſt arguments to ſupport their . 
ſertions. | | | 


This queriſt, in his introduction, and indeed 
in almoſt all his queſtions, diſcovers a fixt ma- 
levolence againſt the American loyaliſts. Al- 
though he knows, that theſe meritorious but 
unfortunate men have, by their attachment to 

| your intereſts, become the object of rebel ma- 
1 lice and cruelty, he has endeavoured not only 
to deprive them of your humanity, but to ex- 
6 cite 
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cite your deepeſt reſentment againſt them. He 
holds them up to your view as enemies to 


Great Britain, and as men who * have inceſ- 
« ſantly laboured to plunge a dagger into the 
4c vitals of this deluded country, and are fill 
t ſucking its blood.” Let me aſk this bold 
traducer of public virtue, for he has notinform- 
ed us, what act of the loyaliſts has had the leaſt 


| tendency to injure this country ? What have 


they done, which they were not bound to do 
by the moſt indiſpenſable obligations? What 
have they aſked, which they have not, as 


your fellow-ſubjecs, a right to demand ? The 


caſe of the loyaliſts, when candidly; ſtated, 


is truly this: a rebellious faction in America, 
aided by another in Britain, oppoſed and 


uſurped the ſovereign. authority of the Bri- 
tiſh empire, diſarmed its faithful ſubjects, 
ſeized upon the greater part of its territory, 
and united in a league with its moſt inveterate 


enemy, to maintain their uſurpation. The 


loyaliſts, conceiving themſelves bound by the 


ſacred oaths of allegiance to their Sovereign, 


and the moſt ſolemn obligations of duty to their 
country, oppoſed the uſurpation, and gave 


their aid, where it was due, to Great Britain. 


For this laudable conduct they have ſuffered, 
what indeed they expected from rebellion, a for- 
feiture of their i” and an attainger of their 
. lives. 


4 = 


have a juſt claim, as ſu 


EMS. 


bes. But they have ſulfered more ; what no 


reaſon or foreſight could ſuggeſt, and what all 
ſenſe of humanity forbad : they have been ze- 
trayed and ſacrificed by our Generals in America, 


who have been ſent for their protection; and 
| loaded with all the abuſe, which a vindictive 


republican faction can pour out on chem in | 
Britain. 905 


The er (ſays the G have, alas! 
« been too ſurce/3ful in their endeavours, though 
« fruitleſs, to make us their cat's paw to re- 


„ cover their eſtates, which their zimidity and 
bs, venality had loſt.” In this ſentence there is 
a jargon of abuſe and nonſenſe, which muſt be 
evident to every ſchooE-boy: What does he 


mean by the endeavours” of the . 


being, © alas! too ſucreſ3ful, yet fruitleſs ?” If 
their endeavours have been ſucceſsful, how can 


they have been fruithſs? As to the'* eftates” 


of the loyaliſts, there is no evidence; that any 


one perſon in office ever thought of them in 
the proſecution of the war, although, were 


in conteſt, theſe men 
jefts of the ſtate, to its 
arpoſe. Greater objects 


there no greater object 


aid for that very 


than the private eſtates, of individuals have en- 
gaged their tho 


ughts. They well knew that 
we were fighting for the recovery of our ſo- 
. vereigu 
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duce the. loyaliſts, many of whom enjoyed all 
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vereigu rights and dominion over a . country much 


larger than the kingdom itſelf, which the inteſtine 
enemies. of Great Britain would perſuade us to 


give up. 


What he means by the loyaliſts having loſt 
their eſtates by their imidity, I ſuſpect this 
broacher of abſurdities himſelf cannot explain. 


For it muſt certainly be a ſtrange kind of timidity 


that could induce men to incur a forfeiture of 
their lives and fates without any hope of re- 
ward, rather than be wanting in their duty to 
their Sovereign and their country. In reaſon 


and common ſenſe, one would imagine, that to 
do this requires a magnanimity of mind, which 


deſerves the higheſt commendation, and not the 
loweſt abuſe. If they had been timid, they 
would have been xeutrals, as many thouſands of 
thoſe who abhorred the rebellion and loved 
Great Britain are at this moment ; for no other 
reaſon, but becauſe they have wanted that en- 
couragement and ſupport, to which their cha- 
racters in the Britiſh EF moſt wan en- 


titled them. 


If the charge of tdi be anjaſt,” that or | 


venalily is equally groundleſs and infamous, 
What proſpect of gain was there that could in- 


the 


4 


i 
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the happineſs which independence and affluence 


could give, to take an active part in favour of 


Great Britain, when they knew it would incur a 
forfeiture of that affluence and independence? 
There was none. There was no hope that this 

country would make good their loſſes, nor any 


poſſibility that they ſhould be ever reſtored to the 


whole of their eſtates, even ſhould the rebellion 


be ſuppreſſed. Under theſe circumſtances, no 


motives could direct their conduct, but thoſe 
which aroſe from the higheſt ſenſe of public vir- 
tue, and à firm attachment to this country, 
which no conſiderations of private intereſt or 


YI could "Gy or en 


1 ſhall now FREY to the queries before us, 


which we ſhall find, in general, founded in 
falſehood, here and there interlarded with a 


truth, in order” to give the whole a plauſible 


. pre His firſt query is, 


„I hs dependence of hs American colo- 
«. nies is ſo abſolutely neceſſary to the exiſtence 


of the empire, why did adminiſtration riſque 
« the ſeparation of the two countries for a 


 # ſhadow, a lax not worth wickering'? * 


- The ſubject of the conteſt IPRS 
Great Britain and a rebel faction in America, 
was 
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was not a ſhadow,” nor a mere tax.” Nor 
is there a perſon of candour and diſcernment in 
all Europe, who will call ic ſo. This is a gloſs 
put on it by an intereſted fact ion in Britain, who, 
could they obtain the places of adminiſtration» 
would inſtantly change their language. Even 
the rebel Congreſs and new States have uniformly 
acknowledged, that it was not the quantum of 
the tax, but the right of taxation and legiſlation, 
in the parliament, over the colonies, which they 
diſputed, The matters in controverſy are, there- 
fore, nothing leſs than the LEGISLATIVE pow- 
ERS AND SOVEREIGN RIGHTS OF THE Bar- 
TISH NATION over the greater part of its domi- 
nions; upon the recovery of which its com- 
merce, manifactures, nurſeries of ſeamen, naval 
ſtrength, and all its foreign dominions, abſolutely 
depend. For theſe rights Britons have ever 
fought and freely died. For what reaſon did 
Britain declare the laſt war againſt France, but 
to recover her ſovereign rights in a part of Ame- 
rica only, which her enemies had in time of peace 
invaded? For what have our anceſtors ſo often 
fought and bled on the continent of Europe, 
but to maintain their ſovereign rights, eſtabliſhed 
in a part of that country? or what has been ge- 
nerally the pretence of war with all ſtates, but = 
either to recover or defend its ſovereign power 
over ſome part, or the whole, of its territory? 
: | Now 
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Now the ſovereign rights of the Britiſh ſtate 
had been eſtabliſhed in America near two centu- 
ries. The people peaceably and contentedly 
were governed, and happy under them. At 
length, an ungrateful and rebellious faction, 
the ſmaller part of the people; after a variety of 
arts and progreſſive means, took up arms, ſeized 
upon the dominions of the ſtate, and uſurped | 
its ſovereign authority, To recover that au- 
thority, to bring the rebellious coloniſts back 
to their ancient and juſt ſubordination, and to 
reſtore their former peace, order, and happi- - 
neſs, adminiſtration entered into the war, Theſe 
were the great motives which led them to diſ- 
charge a duty, that no miniſter of this or any 
other kingdom would have dared to neglef. 


Why did they ſo precipitately, ſo rally. 
* ſo blindly epa chem 85 colvnies) from 
bs be 


| Anſwer, The colonies © ſeparated“ rbem- 
ſelves from us, contrary to the exertions of ad- 
miniſtration, and the wiſh of every honeſt Eng- 
lihman. And to ſecure that ſeparation, they 
have perfidiouſly entered into an alliance with the 
common enemies of this country, And not- 
IP the moſt liberal terms of accom 
He maodation 
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modation have been repeatedly offered, they 
have refuſed to treat with us on any, ſave 


that of abſolute independence, which, ſhould - we 
accede to it, muſt finally rin Great Britain. 


| 3 6 Why. did ay turn a ir eas 
© to the numerous petitions poured in upon 


them from every quarter, and particularly 


that from the Aſſembly of New Tork, and 
« that brought over by Mr. Penn, breathing 


« the moſt affeFionate loyalty to his Majeſty, 


4. and brotberly attachment to ms congeey * 


Anſwer, Theſe peri tions came from ſubjeas 
of the flate ; and yet, contrary to the firſt and 


moſt important duty of ſu#jefs, they denied 


the ſovereign rights and eſtabliſhed authority of 
the ſociety, of which they were members. They 
were, the refore, illegal, unconſtitutional, and ſe- 
ditious. They were ſo many inſults offered to 
the ſovereignty of their country, and therefore 
ought not, and could not, by the antient and 
eſtabliſned uſage of Parliament, be received. 
Their expreſſions of © affeFionate loyaliy to bis 


« Majeſty (whoſe rights they denied), and of 


« brotherly. attachment to the people of Eng - 
«. land“, the laws of whoſe Parliament they re- 


1 to 5. were palpable contradiftions, and 
a _ 


1 


8 10855 of Majeſty, and of the people of this 

country. Should "a ſeditious faction in Dor- 
ſetſhire, or any other ſhire of this kingdom, in 
petitions to Parliament, deny their allegiance to 
the Crown, and their obedience to the laws, 
would their petitions be received or attended 
to? No, they would not; becauſe it would 
readily be perceived, that they tended to a diſ- 
ſolution of the ſovereign authority, of the ſoul 
or only animating principle of the ſociety, which 
binds its ſeveral members and parts together, 
and directs their conduct to the common good 
and ſafety, Beſides, theſe petitions were artful 
and inſidious. While they denied the authority 
of Parliament, and conſequently the political 
union between, the two countries, they aſked 
for nothing. They pointed out no principle, 
no mode, by which that union might be bet- 
ter ſecured, and their ſubordination and allegi- 
ance to the ſtate be preſerved. | They offered to 
be ſubjects on no terms whatever. They were, 
therefore, overt acts of high treaſon, and the na- 
ie "Oi to the doſes rebellion, 


Nuery. « Why was Doctor F ranklin lo op- 
6 ede ly treated 8 | 


Anſwer. Why i is A. S. 8 ſenfibiliry ſo P LIN 


| affected 'by the moderate treatment of Doctor 
= 4 2 Franklin, 


1 1 
Franklin, while all his feelings are dead to FR 
unequalled ſufferings of the loyaliſts? This 
circumſtance induces a ſtrong ſuſpicion that he, 
at leaſt, is allied in prineiple to the Poctor. 
However this may be, all juſt. men will ſay, 
that the Doctor was moderacly e treated,” 
when it is conſidered, that he had ſurreptitiouſly | 
obtained confidential correſpondence reſpeQing 
matters of State, and had pobliſhed it with a 2 
ſig to raiſe a ſedition againſt the. Government, 
under which he then held an office of truſt, 
and by which he and his family had been long 
maintained. Beſides, it is well known, and, 
perhaps, to none better than the Queriſt, chat 
the Doctor had been long ſecretly preparing 
the way for the preſent rebellion in America, 
and the preſent ſedition in Britain; and that to 
his intrigues principally, this country and Ame - 
rica owe all their preſent mitfortunes. . 
Query 2. Do not theſe facts, and cbelt 
4 annually confeffed errors, ſo fatal to this 
country, prove that the miniſterialiſts have 
« been infinitely more culpable than the exzcu- 
tive ſervants, and ought therefore to be rf 
changed, who might have ſecured to us the 
dependence of America, and who choſe thoſe 
executive ſeryants ?” | 


x Anſwer. 


C 98 } 
C The. fads here alluded to ar not © 
true, all the errors charged to Adminiſtration 
are without foundation, as I have already 
ſhewn,- They are the fiftions” of the aiders and 
abettors of the American rebellion ; and there» 
fore do not prove, that the Miniſters © ought 
to be changed“ before their executive ſer- 
« vantsꝰ, nor * that they could have ſecured 
« the "dependence of America For their 
unfit and miſtaken choice of thoſe ſervants, T 
candidly confeſs they are to blame, and I truſt 
in future they will appoint ſuch men as will be 
more faithful to tbemſelves and 10 their country. 
But I blame them more in a matter, in which 
A. S. ſeems rather too delicate to ſpeak out 
for not bringing to public juſtice thoſe * exe- 
& cutive ſervants,” whom they have repeatedly 
truſted with a force more than ſufficient to re- 
duce the "rebellion, and who, inſtead of dif- 
charging their duty to their country, have re- 
verſed all the policy and practice of war, either 
by flying through the country without ſecuring 
it, or by ſuffering our ſuperior force to remain 
inactive in garriſon, Adminiſtration, 'in' an 
abundant manner, ' furniſhed them with the 
means, and it was their duty to perform the 
ſervice. For the ſhameful neglect of this ſer- 
vice, on which the honour and ſafety of their 
country ſo much ea it was, and is moſt 
certainly, 
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certainly, the duty of Goverument, and of 
every Member of Parliament, to call theſe 


enormous delinquents to account, and to puniſh 


them as the een of nee TORI 2 


ſerve. ; | 1 ; ; 'f 


„Aon 


8 5 « © What Pub can [hs apes 


- ” ed from a change of executive ſervants, ſo 
4c long as Adminiſtration do hot, or rather 


* cannot, ſend: a ſufscient force to erecute 
Bader ern plane? 47% el # 


; 


20 N 4 


Aen. Here the Querif ps for grand 
a fact which is-evidently untrue, . Adminiftra- 


eget at ſent a force abundantly. more than 


«. ſufficient to execute their plans.“ This ap- 


pears. from the confeſſion: of one of their chief i 


executive ſervants, Who has told us, that in 
leſs than three months after his arrival, with 
much leſs than half the force which has been 
linde ſent over, he had nearly brought all Ame- 
rica to a ſubmiſſion. And indeed it is a fact 
univerſally acknowledged, that it has not been 
owing to a want of force that the rebellion has 
not been uppen but to its not being 28 
perly mcrrced. 8 


. 4 46 Win any military man adviſe 
« the attack ing of Waſhington's ſtrong camps, 


e when 


1 


6 dure A ſingle defeat muſt be deciſive aa 
„ us? or to march up into the country, leav- 
e ing him in his camp, when experience has 
taught us, that when the army is deſtitute of 
« the co-operation of the navy, the conſequence 
«.M fatal i in | the Cote * | 


Maki; | Waſhington never 9 a firong 
camp, nor is there any diſintereſted military 
man who will aſſert it; and therefore his camp 
and the army in it might haye been at any time 
_ ealily deſtroyed : nor was there ever a General 
ſince war was known, who marched into a 
country,“ leaving his enemy behind him, or 
without ſecuring the country as he advanced, 
until the war in America. This wiſe policy has 
been left by all great conquerors to the ſuperla- 
tive geniuſes of our American heroes. As to a 
te co-operation of the army and navy,” it is a 
_ groſs abſurdity, where we have a ſuperior army 
in the field. It cannot be, nor ever was neceſ- 
fary. Did Alexander carry his navy over land 
with him from Macedonia to the Indies? Did 
Cæſar tranſport the Roman navy into Tranſ- 
alpine Gaul? Were any of our royal heroes, 
who have paſſed from Normandy to the gates 
of Paris, attended by a' navy? Or did De 
Gaſca, who penetrated into the heart of Peru, 
and ſubdued _ excenlive country for the 

| Emperor 
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Emperor Charles the Fifth, when every man in 
it had ſubmitted to the uſurpation of Pizarro, 
carry a fleet with him? No; the thought was 
too abſurd and ridiculous ever to be ſuggeſted 
to the minds of theſe great men. All they 
wanted was a force ſuperior in the field to their 
oppoſing enemy: this they knew, from all ex- 
perience of war, would ſubdue their enemies, 
and that, by a little wiſdom and prudence, they 
evuld in any country create friends, increaſe 
their force, and ſecure the conquered territory. 
Ina ſhore, the neceſſity of this © co-operation” is 
of modern invention, the weak idea of a little 
genius, totally ignorant of the great buſineſs 
and rg of war. 


Query 5 * What number of hacks will be 
© ſufficient to eſtabliſh peace, and our power 
nin ſuch a country, whoſe'coaſt is a thouſand 
„ miles, while an enemy, well diſciplined, and 
cc commanded by Waſhington, lays behind, and 
can attack whatever part he finds weakeſt—1 
&« ſuppoſe not all the force of Britain, f of 
et Eur ope * 8 


Auſwer. This is nity a cation ith 
and the concluſion at the end of it is equally the 


effect of genius. Ever ready to agree with the 
—_— where Lean without . truth, 1 
| will | 
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will molt cheeifully confeſs, u alt ths We 
* in Europe,” or Tateed 1 the world, will ne- 
ver © eſtabliſh peace or our power in America, 
if it permits Waſhington #amolefed to do what 
he pleaſes: nor if its commander ſhould do 
what ours have already done, contrary to the 
dictates of common ſenſe, leave the _ 
try behind him in a ſtate of inſecurity, or 
ſhamefully ſuffer his ſuperior force” | to femain 


inactive ih one place. l 


rs « How is it . to W | 
our German and Copper auxiliaties from rob» 
bing and even killing the inhabitants indiſ- 
r criminately, or to ſtop their rapine and diſ- 
* graceful plunder of friends and foes ? Dore 
5 soy ne nee be could not,” ht, 


| aſi: This queſtion throws the blame of 
plunder on the Germans. This is unjuſt.” The 


Britiſh led the way; and, to the laſting diſ- 
grace of our country, not the ſoldiers, but the 


Britiſh officers, from the Major Generals down to 
the Enfign and Serjeant, The Germans were 
only ſeconds; and therefore General De Heiſ- 
ter offered the Britiſh Commander in Chief, ef- 


fectually to ſtop the plunder, by puniſhing wih 


death two Germans for every Britiſh he ſhould 


1 in the. ſame manner. Had this propoſal 
LED * 
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been agreed to, the plunder of the army would 
have inſtantly ceaſed. In the march from the 
Head of Elk to Philadelphia, Sir W. Howe 
ſtopped the plunder by. one ſingle example; and 
the General, who confeſſes he cannot prevem 
the plunder of his troops, is unworthy of the 
- As 10 “ gur Copper auxiliaries,” 
if they have killed in war a few rebels, who, 
they know,. will deprive them of their country, 
and of their exiſtence as à people as ſoon as 
they are independent, the rebel ſtates have with 
yet more eruelty and Jeſs juſtice murdered in cool 

e eee eee 08 


1 Deer 7s. The fit pore of this queſtion, 
abuſing the loyaliſts, J have already anſwered. 


The other part is in theſe words : „ Suppoſe 
e this iſland invaded, would the invading com- 
„ mander place any confidence in Britons, who 
4 could be ſo diſſolute as to offer him their aid 
„0 deſtrey their. ewn friends and relations, and 


ac to render their country e not to 5 | 


reduce i 10 A 


e However diſguifed chis qvedina may 
be intended to be, the art of it appeats in every 
part of the ſentence. It is a wretched miſre- 
preſentation of the principles and deſign of the 
waged They did not offer * hole aid”: to 


5 189 ? 
the Britiſh Commanders 4 to deſtroy their 
« friends and relations,” but to unite them 
more firmly to Great Britain; not © ro render 
their country tributaty, or reduce it to ſlàve- 
6 ry;” but to make it more free, and to relieve 
ir from republican Hang, of all tyrannies the 
| molt cruel and intalerab/e. But © ſuppoſe,” ſays 
A. S. „ this iſland was invaded, would the in- 
„ yading commanger place any confidence in 
_ & Britons?” My anfwer is, Certainly, yes, 
« the «utmoſt confidence,” or elſe he muſt Want 
common ſenſe. Should General Waſhjngroo, or 
any other General of the rebel Copgreſe, invade 
chis illand, with profeſſed deſign to oyerturn 
our happy coolticution, and to ſet up in its 
ſtead a popular government, he would not fol- 
low the example of our American Generals,: by 
rejecking the rendered aid of men well affected 

to his deſign; he would immediately embrace 
and take into his councils the leaderg of the face 
tion in "this country, who have ſo faithfully ſ 
ported the cauſe " the A Ei: Fax el 
He would inſtantly arm all their friends and ad- 
herents, including every republican within ghe 
kingdom. And theſe men would cheerfully gt: 
fit him in effecking a deſign, ſo conſiſtent, with 
their views and political principles. And rather 
than he ſhould fail in his deſign, they would 
join in t deſtroying their own relations and 
=O I 2 „friends“. 


bd 
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« friends” who ſhould oppoſe him; and even 
in reducing their country to that republican la» 
very, of which their actions have "og: Poo | 
they are extremely fond, . 


Query 8. * Will any General, returning * 
4 ſay, that America can be. conquered by any 
« force in our power to ſend ? Or that we can 
„ make any impreſſions upon her, advantageous | 
eto us, while ſhe is MY e by | 

« France ?” 


Anſwer. There are Generals who have re- 
turned from America, and having been ſpecta- 
tors of the wretched management of the war, 
and, knowing the cauſes of our failure, will ſay, 
that «© America may be conquered with the 
« force in our power to ſend;“ and that too 
with no great addition to our force now in that 
country, Theſe gentlemen know that our want 
of ſucceſs has not been owing to our want of 
force, but to the moſt ſhameful i ignorance and 
repeated blunders. Theſe blunders have been 
ſo numerous, that 1 ſhall only mention a few of 
the greater ones. Inſtead of moving our force 

after the main army of Congreſs, and ſecuring | 
the country as ſoon as it ſhould be driven out of 

it, our wiſeacres at the head of our troops have 
divided our force, and eee weakened 
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it. One part _ it has been diſgracefully em- 
ployed in ridiculous, deſultory, and plundeting 
expeditions z another has been waſted in wild 
and fruitleſs marches through an immenſe dif- 
| tance of country, without taking a fingle ſtep to 
| fecure any part of it. And the third has been 
ſhamefully ſuffered to remain inactive at New. 


York, waſting their time and. the national trea- 
ſure in riot and diſſipation, and beſieged F: an 


army of not one- third its numbers. 


We all know, that Sir H. C. took the com- 
mand of upwards of 30,000 men, early in the 
campaign 1778. Waſhington had' not then 

more than 8000 continental troops, and during 
the moſt part of the time fince not more, but 
much leſs; and yet nothing effectual has been 
done, to the aſtoniſhment of the world, by this 
greatly. ſuperior force. Inſtead of marching out 
with 20, oo0 or 25, c men, a weight which 
muſt have borne down all oppoſition, and fe- 
| euring the country in his progreſs, our Generat 
did nothing during the whole campaign, At 
the cloſe of it, he led 12,000 men by ſea to | 
Charleſtown, a place near 1000 miles diſtant 
from the only proper ſcene of action. Having 
taken Charleſtown, he again divided his force, 
and leaving about 6000 men under Lord Corn- 
wallis, he returned with the reſidue to New- 


3 | | York, 


k 


that ep meaſures have not been ſuccesful ? 
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York, On his arrival, he found the 8 


he had left at Charleſtown. made up by a faiths 


ful militia, embodied in his abſence, . And here 
he has remained in a ſtate of inactivity ever 
ſince, contenting himſelf with ſending. out de- 


tached parties in plupgering expeditions, which 


always do no * but much miſchief to the 


ſervice. 


The other com ES on the contrary, 
marched out againſt his enemy; and, as if he 


thought he had been. hunting a fox, he purſued, 


with full ſpeed, 1500 miles, never looking be. 
bind, nor conſidering that the country, he had 


o rapidly paſſed over, was neither ſecured nor a 
reduced, until he had nearly waſted his pack, 


and totally loſt his game. What a contraſt is 
ere in the policy of our two Generals? One 
conceived, that his enemy was to be reduced by 

eping his troops inactive in garriſon, and ſuf- 
ering them to waſte their time in all manner of 


Jiſſipation! The other, that he could conquer 
the Carolinas, by flying through them with the 


rapidity of an eagle, without taking a ſingle 
ſtep in his progreſs ta diſarm the diſaffected, to 

embody the loyaliſts, to recruit his waſting army, 
or to ſecure the country behind him! Now can 
any perſon, capable of reflection, be ſurpriſed, 


Na. 
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No, They are the meaſures of confummate ig 


norance and folly | in the eatreme: they are; the 
reverſe of all former experience and practice in 


war; inſomuch that, ſuperior as our force has 
been, had it been ten times greater, and that of 
the enemy; nn mes ef maln 
r 01 n 28 2 4 10% „Dini 


Las us "then Tagen — iow the Aaken 
brought on us by the wretched folly and igno- 
rance of our Commanders, and appoint to the 
command a man, who will reverſe their men · 
ſures, and purſue the dictates of common ſenſe, 
which cannot fail to enſute ſucceſs. There 
are certainly men to be found, who welt; know 
that a country can never be conquered, until 
the principal force in it is ſubdued ; and that 
this force ever has been, and ought to be, the 
primaty object who will oollect our force, and 
warch it againſt the main army of Congreſs, 
and either defeat it, or drive it out of a pro» 
vince ; who will immediately after diſarm. the 
dAiſaffected, ſecure the dangerous, embody the 
loyaliſts, and thus fecure, before he leaves it, 
the territory conquered. I repeat it again, let 
the plain dictates of common ſenſe, and the 
conſtant practice of war, be purſued, and there 
can be no difficulty in ſubduing the rehellion in 
* campaign, provided we have a ſuperior 
| navy 
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of Great Britain in 


11 


navy + in the Atlantic Ocean, and r 1 
e eee ere en 


2 9. As Fabricius has ten 10 ex- 


1 plicit, as ingenuouſly to inform the world of 


« the vaſt i importance of the Colonies, will not 
« France, our eagle-eyed rival, endeavour to 
% ſupport them ſo long as Fe has a ſhip to 


os Fi; T - 


Anſwer. Vndoubeedy. France is the rival 
manufactures,” commerce, 
and naval ſtrength ; and therefore meditates our 
ruin, by endeavouring to ſeparate the Colonies 
from us. She well knows that they are in every 


reſpect calculated to take off our manufactures, 
to ſupport and encreaſe our commerce, to ſup- 


ply us with naval ſtores, to enlarge our nurſe- 
ries of ſeamen, and to give us a decided ſupes- 
riority of naval force; and that, ſhould ſhe ſuc- 
ceed in her purpoſe, the aim of her own an- 
bition, and our ruin, will be completed. Knowing 


this, we muſt, if we have not loſt all regard | 


for our own ſafety and independence, be as 
te eagle · eyed as France, in combating and 


deſtroying her force ſent to the ſupport of 


» the Colonies,” and, at the ſame time, in re- 


ducing our rebellious fellow- ſubjects. They 
are combined enemies, meditating our ruin at 
=" Wap 
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the /ame moment. Should we leave one of them 
unmoleſted and at leiſure, and particularly the 
one that is moſt out of breath, it will riſe into 
ſtrength, and return to the combat with re- 
doubled vigour. We muſt thetefore, ike Eng- 
 liſhmen, exert our powers, at the Same. time, 
againſt voth, and reduce them Both to reaſon and 
juſtice, or give up our independence among na- 
tions, Should two ruffians attack an Engliſh- 
man a tbe ſam? time, would he not exert his 
_ whiote ſtrength in parrying the thruſts of both? 
And ſhould he be fo fortunate as to diſarm or 
put one of them out of breath, would he ſuffer 
him to recover his arms and his ſtrength, and 
to return to the combat? Or, would not pru- 
dence and his own ſafety direct him to deſtroy 
his reduced antagoniſt, that he might bend his 
whole force againſt the more powerful, Wh 
had with heſitation entered into the battle, with 
an expectation of ſupport from the other? 
This is an undiſguiſed and juſt illustration of 
the caſe of Great r France, and Ame- 
rica. 


| "Sib 10. If the yar navy of France 

« and Spain become jointly ſuperior to ours, of 
« what uſe will the Colonies,” or any diſtaat 
« dependencies, be of to us? 


K Anſwer, 
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Anſwer, Of no uſe whatever; becauſe, in | 
that caſe, France and Spain will be enabled to 
capture our convoys, and intercept our trade; to 
deſtroy our fleets, to ſeize upon our foreign do- 


minions, and to reduce us in the end to the con- 


dition of a dependent province. We muſt 


therefore make our navy ſuperior to that of 


our enemies. What is there to prevent it? We 
have naval ſtores more than ſufficient for that 


| purpoſe, and we can eaſily get more at a mode- 
rate rate, while our enemies are in the greateſt 
_ diſtreſs thraugh the want of them, and cannot 


procure them but at double the price. Beſides, 


we have at this moment a navy equal in effec- 
tive ſtrength to that of our combined enemies. 


And would our executive ſervants faithfully 


| exert it, we have nothing to fear. even in its 


preſent ſtate, How, many opportunities of re- 
ducing the naval power of France have been 
thrown in the way of our Admirals? This 
might have been done by Lord H—e and Ad- 


miral A—t in Americaz by Admiral B—n in the 


Weſt Indies; by Admiral Kl on the memor- 
able 27th of July; and afterwards by the gallant 
Sir George Rodney, had not the cowardice or 


treachery of ſome; of his officers prevented it. 


What then have we to do but to bring to con- 
dign puniſhment thoſe men, who dare to ac- 
. a”: cept 
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cept a public truſt; and neglect to ect it 
with honour and fidelity. Let us remember, a 

Byng died; and the nation, when it was de- 
ſponding, was ſaved by the death of one un- 
worthy citizen. This meaſure will contribute, 
more” to the future ſafety of the nation, than 
a hundred additional fail of the line without i it. 
ſuffer the puniſhment decreed by the laws, than 
that a great and free nation ſhould be ruined. 
Here that wiſe maxim, Salus be ſuprema ler, 
is applicable indeed! 


I do not nan to diſcourage greater exer- 
tions in our naval department. Let every dock- 
yard be filled, and every ſhip- -carpenter in the 
kingdom be employed to work up all the naval 
ſtores that are or can be procured, By theſe 
means we ſhall put an end to the war in one year, 
which may otherwiſe probably laſt en. We 
may expend 30,000,000], only in doing that bu- 
ſineſs, which otherwiſe may coſt 300, ooo, oool. 
The capital miſtake in national councils often 
ariſes from too nice calculations. They gene- 
rally intend to do a little more than is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to accompliſh their deſign, and 
often fail in the attempt. They are therefore 
_ obliged to repeat the ſame meaſure, until their 
reſources are exhauſted, and their eyes are 
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opened to their own folly. Innumerable in- 


fſtances may be produced from hiſtory, where, 


in the beginning of a war, the councils of a 
nation haye been firm and unanimous, and their 
exertions great and deciſive. They have cruſh- 


ed all oppoſition, as it were, with a blow, and 


ſaved to their country the expence of tenfold 
exertions. And many inſtances may be alſo 
produced of a nation, apparently on the brink 


of ruin, which, by one bold effort, has ſoon 


emerged from its difficulties and danger, and 
given to its enemy the law. 


Query Se. IC; France, in conjunction 
e with her allies, gain a decided ſuperiority at 
e ſea (America out of the queſtion), can we 


« long pay the in tereſt of the national debt? 


« And, if that cannot be paid, how may a 
00 revolution be avoided Fu 


Anſwer. * NATIONAL DeBT,” and a R- 
VOLUTION, are ſounding words. They have 


been hackneyed by pretended PATRIOTS for 


near a century paſt. They have always been 


attended by predictions of national bankruptcy, 


and an immediate change in our happy conſti- 
tution; and yet we have found them, from 
long experience, nothing more than the un- 
meaning unbarmonious ſounds of an A empty aſe, 

Had 


1 


Had Britons attended to theſe falſe and truly- 
laughable prophecies, we ſnould have loſt our 
liberties long ago, and been reduced to a 
ſubjection to France. But, happily, they have 
been juſtly eſteemed as bugbears, intended by 
artful men to frighten the 323 mes 
into their. Goiſter mne | 

As to the « intereſt of our national debt,“ 
we have abundant reſources, by which it is 
already. ſecured, and regularly paid. And we 
have yet abundant more, upon which to found 
new ſupplies, for the preſervation of our liber- 
perty is it which a Briton ought not, and tui 
not give, to preſerve thoſe invaluable jewels ? 

Indeed, it is ſcarcely poſſible for the moſt 
learned financier to ſay, how large a debt a 
nation, poſſeſſed of ſuch extenſive manufactures, 
commerce, and wealth, as Great Britain, can 
bear. We know that the rebel States, to ſup- 
port their uſurpation, have iſſued in paper 
upwards of 240, ooo, oool. ſterling, and ſuffered 
it to ſink, by a rapid depreciation, in the hands 
of the people, contrary to their public faith; 
and yet none of the rebel States, have become 
bankrupts. Nor is it poſſible to comprehend, 
however common the PN in what manner 
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a; national bankruptcy, ſhould it ever happen, 
can ſo affect our eſtabliſhed ppg as 1. 
e wy a revolution. | 


yy 12. « Will not ha Bice) family, 
cc to ſay nothing of Holland, have a decided 
« ſuperiority at ſea, if we do not immediately 
< exert * nerve to n it 5 


4 


jo — Should. hs Houſe « of 1 Danko | in- 
creaſe their navies, and we neglect ours, which 
I will not ſuppoſe, they will undoubtedly < have 
« a decided ſuperiority at ſea.” . And, there- 
fore, as I have already ſaid, no exertions on our 

part ſhould be wanting to that end. Yet, while 

theſe are going forward, the war in America | 


ought to be een with 11. 5 


| The oth od 15th 8 are edidentdyi in- 
cluded in the 13th. Here the Queriſt diſco- 
vers the whole drift of his labour; which is, to 
perſuade the nation not to carry on © an offen- 


„„ five war with America,“ but to“ direct all 


% our power againſt the navy of the Houſe of 
Bourbon.“ I ſhall, therefore, in anſwering 
the 13th, anſwer the whole. | 


Query 13. Does not the exiſtence of this 


IS : empee vilibly depend upon our totally and 


„in- 


WES 


« infant changing the fyſtem of the war, and 
« immediately directing all our power againſt 
50S the many of the Houſe of Bourbon ay 5 


r 


Ae am obliged, by al the dictates of 
| reaſon, to anſwer this queſtion flatly in the ne- 
gative. The exiſtence of the empire” does 
not depend upon our * changing the ſyſtem of 
« the war, and directing al our power, againſt 
© the navy of the Houſe of Bourbon” but 
upon our continuing the ſame . fftem®” with 


greater exertions. When twenty enemies are 


united againſt us, we mult fight them al, or play 
a loſing game. To attempt to get out of a war 
by piece- meals, is truly farcical and abſurd. 
Could the Queriſt, by ſome ſoporiferous potion, 
lvll Holland and America aſleep, while we 
are directing © all our power againſt the 


« Houſe of Bourbon,” my advice would be 5 
to adopt his opinion; but, as that cannot 


be, I muſt guard you againſt his propoſal. 
Should the advice of the Queriſt be followed, 
« the eagle-eyed” Houſe of Bourbon will ſee 
our plan, Her policy will teach her to guard 
againſt it, and, for a time, yet more than. ever, 
to avoid your fleets, and to act upon the defen- 


five, until her friends and allies, whom ve 
&« totally” neglect, ſhall, with her aſſiſtance and 


their own reſources, riſe into power ſuperior 
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to our utmoſt exertions. Holland is at preſent 
in a manner under our feet, and in a good 
meaſure deſtitute of the means of raiſing; her 
naval ſtrength. Should we withdraw our at- 
tention from her, the trade of the Baltic will be 
open. She will be able to import, not only her 


own naval ſtores, but thoſe which are neceſſary 
to refit the decaying navies of France and Spain. 


And while we are waiting upon the manceuvres, 
and fruitleſsly attempting to deſtroy the navies; 


of © the Houſe af Bourbon,“ thoſe navies will 


be ſupplied with the ſtores they now want,' and 
that of Holland alone will become N 
able. 7 * c 


: ExaRtly the ſame will be 2 caſe of 3 | 


a country divided into parties, and in which we 


have many more friends. than enemies: a coun- 
try ſo diſaffected to the rebellion, ſo diſtreſſed 
with republican tyranny, that it is ready to co- 
operate with your arms, to reſtore our domi- 
nion over it: a country ſo deſtitute of men 


well; affected to the uſurpation, that the Con- 


greſs is obliged to call to their aid the troops of 
France: a country exhauſted by war, and 
eaſily conquered, whenever you ſhall think pro- 
per to purſue the rational means of doing it. 
Should we withdraw our troops, or ceaſe to 


carry on an n offenſive war againſt it, I will, like 
| Caſſandra 


1 22 1 
Caſſandra of old whoſe predictions the Tro- 
jans fooliſhly! diſbelieved, until their fate was 
determined, tell you: the conſequentes. Tou, 
| kke them, may be diſbelievers if you-'pleaſe; 
America has timber in abundance; and every 
other naval article, within herſelf. Unlike Hol- 
land, ſhe has them not to ſeek” from foreign 
parts. Should we ceaſe our offenſive operations 


againſt her, ſhe will have no army, or but a very 


ſmall one, to maintain. Her whole reſources will 
be exerted in raiſing a navy, which ſhe now 
wants, and from obtaining which our offenſive 
operations have hitherto prevented her. In the 
year 1780, ſhe built upwards of a hundred 
veſſels of war, ſmall! and great, without foreign 
aſſiſtance. In the year 1782, ſhe will build 
double, if not treble that number, if we leave her 
to apply all her reſources to increaſe her naval 
ſtrength. This ſtrength, with that of Holland, 
both of them uninjured and vigorous, will be 
united with the Houſe” of Bourbon, and be 
brought againſt us in the year 1783. With the 
combined force of France and Spain, united 
with Holland and America, at preſent ttiflingy 
but then powerful, har will be the chance yr . 

our aal ver dne and ſafety 4 


L 


. 1 


But the folly and miſchiefb of this Ates 
do not | ſtop; here. For notwithſtanding the 
barefaced falſehoods of intereſted men, I affirm 
to you, that in America two-thirds i ef the 
People at eaſt, ore our friends," | Attached; to our 
cauſe both jby intereſt; and principle reduced 
from opulence to poverty by a depreciation. of _ 
their money, labpuring under an immenſe load 
of taxes, groaning under the moſt cruel and 
intolerable tyranny of uſurpers, and diſtreſſed 
at the proſpett of Popiſn ſuperſtition and 
Gallic deſpotiſm, they are ready to unite with 
us in reſtoring our juſt rights and dominion, 
and procuring their own relief. And not- 
withſtanding the numerous inſtances where thoſe 
unhappy men, either fighting in our cauſe, or 
coming in by our expreſs invitation to our aid, 

have been moſt infamouſly and cruelly betrayed, 
they are yet looking up for relief to Great 
Britain, not only as the only power able, but 
as bound by the ſacred duties of ſociety, to 
give it. And will, you ſuffer thoſe unhappy 
men to ſue to you in vain, in a matter wherein 
your: own, intereſt and ſafety are fo deeply in · 
volved? Will you. finally deliver them up to 
ſlavery and miſery, without making one ex- 
ertion, properly and rightly directed, to 285 
them ? 


— — Should 


Tow]: 


Should we leave the Congreſs! and rebel 
States unmoleſted by offenſive operations, they 


will not only exert themſelves in raiſing a 


navy, but will ſeize this opportunity of ſet- | 


tling their governments, now in much diftrac- 
tion, on a ſolid baſis. They will riſe in in- 
ternal ſtrength ; they will cruſh the ſpirit of 
loyalty and oppoſition to their uſurpation ; 
and the deſerted loyaliſts, finding no mea- 
ſures purſued for their -relief, will fink into 
deſpondency, and, ſubmitting to their fate, be- 
come faithful ſubjects to their new maſters, Nor 
is this the worſt which will attend this fatal 
meaſure. Reſentment, and a juſt indignation 
at Britiſh perfidy, combined with a juſt ſenſe 
of their own intereſt, will certainly ſucceed, 
All hope of relief from the army of Great 
Britain being loſt, they will ſee it to be their 
intereſt and duty to end the war, and to re- 
lieve themſelves from its burthens and diſ- 
treſſes as ſoon as poſſible. Every motive 
of ſelf preſervation and neceſſity, thoſe great 
laws of nature, will compel them to take up 
arms under the uſurpers, and drive the indolent, 
diſſipated, and perfidious Britons from their 
country. | 1 b 


„ This 


II 56Y 

This is human nature, and will be the infal. 
lible conſequence of our folly. And when 
this is done, we may, in the words of the 
Queriſt, / juſtly lament — Delirant reges, Plec - 
r e, e | 
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LETTER vil. 


MY FELLOW SUBJECTS, 

OU will certainly agree with me, that it- 
is the duty of every General ever to leave 

a hoſtile country behind him; but to ſecure it, by 

all the means in his power, as he conquers it, 

and never to waſte the lives of his men needleſsly. 

Theſe maxims are to be found in every ſenſible 

treatiſe on the art of war, Their wiſdom has 
been confirmed by the practice and ſucceſs of all 


' ſenſible commanders, ever ſince war has been 


known. Hence we might reaſonably have con- 
_ cluded, that our Southern General would have, 
done as Alexander did with Homer, have ſlept 
with them conſtantly under his pillow, How 
much then will you be ſurpriſed, to find that 
theſe maxims were no leſſons of inſtruction to 
him. His © rapid” and towering genius would 
not ſtoop to the common and univerſal practice 
of war, Hitherto we have ſeen him in a truly 


K rapid march” (as he calls it himſelf) of more 


than 1000- miles, leaving a hoſtile country be. 
bind him, and waſting the lives of his men in a 
. 
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fruitleſs purſuit of an ignis fatuus, ever one of his 


reach. One would imagine, that this experience 


would have held up a mirror before him, in 


Which he might have ſeen the folly of his con- 


duct. But, unfortunately for your intereſt and 
honour, this was not the caſe. For we ſhall 
find, that his improvement in this novel policy 


was as * rapid” as his marches, and that he 
ſuddenly paſſed from waſting a gallant army þy 


degrees, to the diſpoſing of one in the groſs, | 


At Cape Fear, he entertained a conceit, that 


South Carolina was to be ſaved, and North Ca- 
rolina to be conquered in Virginia; accordingly 
be marched from Wilmington to Virginia, He 
ſtill did not recollect, that he had left the pro- 
vince of South Carolina in a ſtate of inſecurity. 
No civil authority had been eſtabliſhed, although 
it was the expectation of his Sovereign, and the 
"earneſt with of the Loyaliſts, that he would a 
to the people a bleſſing ſo truly ineſtimable; 


loyal militia embodied ; the diſaffetied not Be 


armed; the dangerous not ſecured ; ſeveral rebel 
corps within its borders; and but a few Britiſh = 
troops to conquer and keep it. He alſo forgot, 


that by his retreat to Cape Fear, in preference 
to the Pedee, he had permitted his thrice van- 


quiſhed enemy to return to reconquer the pro- 
viage 


had been rendered neceſſary by his own 


| 79 1 1 
| vince: he had thus abfurdly deterted Had 
he lat this juncture (when rapid marches 


miſtaken policy), with equal rapidity purſued” 
the rebel General Green on his return to recon- 


quer Soutli Carolina, as he had done when he 
compelled him to retreat from it, he would 
have applied an effectual remedy to the mi- 
chiefs which his own miſtakes had produced. 
Rapid marches before were folly ; now he him - 
ſelf had rendered them wiſdom and indiſpen- 
ſable duty. They would have rectified the er- 
rors of his preceding conduct. He might, byỹß 
couriers, have prepared the force he had left ian 
South Carolina to act on the defenſive until 
his arrival, and have encloſed, his enemy between 
two fires, Or, at all events, he might, whea- 

united witch the force he had thought ſufficient to 
defend South Carolina, have protected it agaialt 
an enemy, whom he had ever compelled to fly be- 
fore him. In this caſe, he would have ſaved the 
young and gallant nobleman, who commanded: 
in that province, from the difficulties with which 
he had left him encompaſſed, and which no- 
thing but that caution and wiſdom, ſo rarely to 
be found in youth, could poſſibly ſurmount. Bur 
more, he would have ſaved his army mn its 
A furrender at York. 


How- 


80 J 


of theſe meaſures, they were not adopted. Re- 
ſolved on his viſionary ſcheme of reducing North 
Carolina in Virginia, he rapidly paſſed through 
the firſt in a zigzag march, upwards of 800 miles, 
to Portſmoutli, in the laſt- mentioned province. 
Now it has been proved, by indubitable teſti- 
mony, beſides his Lordſhip's own confeſſion in 
his official letter, that there are many Loyaliſts 
in North Carolina Indeed, his own march is 
an irrefragable proof of it. In this province, the 
men capable of bearing arms are computed to 
be 23, 00. IF a majority, or even one-fourth of 
them had been diſaffected to the Crown, how 
happened it, that he marched with only 200 
men from Wilmington, through the moſt popu- 
lous part of the province, 170 miles to the 
northern borders of it, unoppoſed and unmo- 
lefted 7? Taking, therefore, his Lordſhip's con- 
feſſion, thus ſupported by an evident fact, for 
granted, why did he not, in the courſe of his 
march, take different poſts, call in the Loyaliſts 
to his aid, ſuffer them to embody: under their 
own officers, and unite their force with his own, 
for reducing the rebellion, and ſecuring the pro- 
vince? That he might with eaſe, and in a little 
time, have done this, is proved by a ſubſequent 


tranſaction. After his Lordſhip left the pro- 
2 vince, 


* 


0 Ti! 


vince, — of - thoſe very loyaliſts, 'whoſe 
aid his Lordſhip had neglected to embrace, were 
embodied. under the Colonels Fanning and 
M*Neil. They marched forty-five. miles, and 
ſurpriſed the town of Hillſborough, captured 
the Governor (Burke), all his ſuite, and all the 

rebel troops that guarded it. Shortly after, be- 
ing oppoſed by another corps of 600 rebels, they 
defeated and diſperſed them, and paſſing through 
the country 330 miles, delivered the Governor, 
with aoo priſoners, to Major Craig. Who had 
marched from Wilmington to join chem. At 
this time Major Craig, with his little corps, aſ- 
ſiſted by the loyaliſts, would have reduced that 
province, which his Lordſhip had neglected 
to reduce with his ſucceſsful army, had not his 
ſurrender at Vork, and the recal of Major 
Craig from Wilmington, in ned: = it, 
| prevented, | 


Now ſurely the meaſure of ee gs aid 
of the Loyaliſts, and of ſecuring North Carolina 
by that aid, was an obvious and manifeſt duty. 
Had his Lordſhip done this, he would have cut 
off the communication between South Carolina 
and Virginia. The rebel General Green would ne- 
ver have been ſo infatuated, as to have paſſed 
into South Carolina, leaving no friendly ground 
behind bim. His own ſafety muſt have com- 
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1 
pelled him to paſs into Virginia, where all his 
reſources lay. And the buſineſs of ſecuring 
South Carolina would have been eaſily perform 
ed by Lord en | 


Thus both provinees muſt ave fallen before 
that policy, which common ſenſe plainly pointed 
out. But it ſeems, no leſſons of difficulty or 
danger could divert our hero from purſuing his 
viſionary project: neither the waſte of his troops, 
the inſecurity of South Carolina, the return of 
Green to reconquer it, nor even the ſafety of 
- Charleſtown, which muſt have fallen, had not 
-upwards of 3000 troops from Britain arrived at 
the critical moment to ſave it. 


Inſtead of halting to collect the loyal force, 
and to diſarm and ſecure the rebellious, he 
never ſtopped at any one place a time ſufficient 
to admit of it; and although he marched up- 


wards of 1200 miles in his fruitleſs traverſes 
within the province, he never called upon the Loy- 


aliſts to aſſiſt him in any one inſtance, except at 
Hillſborough. Here his conduct was fo extra- 


ordinary, that it ſeems impoſſible rationally to ac- 


count for it. Had his Lordſhip intended to 
have made every loyaliſt a rebel, it was impoſ- 
ſible for him ro have taken more proper mea- - 


ſures for that purpoſe, At this place he iſſued 
N a Pro- 


Du J 


a \Provkunmgibu% dire&ing the people to come 
in © with their arms, and ten days'proviſions, 
to the royal ſtandard.” The proclamation 
was dated the 20th of February, and on the 21ſt 
at noon it was diſperſed thfougiy the country by 
2 nnn wo influence in tlle e wag in 
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; oe NORTH 0 AR O LIN A. 


; By che Right Honourable CMARTESs Earl Cornwallis, 
Lieutenant General of. his Majeſty! s forces, &c. &. 


„ 4A PR OGLANMATI ON. 


. WHEREAS it pleaſed the Divine Providence to pro- 
2 7 r che operations of his Majeſty's arms, in driving the 
bel army out of the province; z and whereas it is his 

Majeſty's moſt gracious wiſh to reſcue his faithful and 

loyal ſubjects from the cruel tyranny under which they 

have groaned for ſeveral years, 1 have thought pro- 
per to iſſue this Proclamation, to invite all ſuch faithful 
and loyal ſubjedts to repair, without . loſe , time, with 
their- arms and ten days provifiens, to the royal ſtandard, 
now erected at Hiltborough, where they will meet with 
the moſt friendly reception; and T do hereby aſſure 
them, that I am ready zo concur with them in effec- 
tual meaſures for ſuppreſſing the remains of rebellion in 
this province, and for the re-eſtabliſhment of good order 
and conſtitutional government. 
Given under my hand at Head Quarters, at 
_ Hillſborough, this zoth day of February, A. D. 
1787, and in the 2iſt year of his Majeſty's 
reign. 
© (Signed) | CORNWALLIS. 
Ey his Lordſhip? s command, 5 
HENRY BRODERICK, Aid de Camp. 


„ whom 


Ti 8 Þ 
whom the loyaliſts confided, and who was much 
reſpected even hy the rebels. On the 22d, 23d, 
and. 24th, about 1500 came in agreoably to the 
directions of the proclamation; Among them 
were many perſons of fortune and influence, and 
ſeveral companies of well- affected militia, with 
their officers. There were others who had taken 
a decided part againſt Government. Even theſe 
alſo came in, determined to give, as pfedges of 
their fidelity, their perſons and their titfe-deeds. 
The latter they delivered into the cuſtody of 
Major. Monro. All theſe men, ſo long op- 
preſſed with republican' tyranny, ard ahxiouſty 
deſirous of returning to their former freedom 
and happineſs, came.. cheerfully. in with a 
defign to aſſiſt his Lordſhip i in arms. But, in- in / 
ſtead of immediately embracing their aid, or 
the aid of the loyaliſts only, Which would have 
nearly doubled the pymbera of his little army, 
the e by an aer? in writings. were di- 

| rected 


* Mr. Mos 3 be pleaſed to report to „ 
Haldane, at Head Quarters, the characters of the pri- 
ſoners confined in the main guard twice in the day, at 
Twelve o clock, and at Six, P. M. that they be ordered 
to be removed according to the 2 3 of 
Earl Cornwallis : 


- 3 


c Priſoners taken i in arms, or men acbi ve in elles, 
* and in diſtreſſing the peaceful ſuhjects, to be delivered 
9 0 the Provoſt Marſhal. | 


«© Thoſe 
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tected to return tb their ſeveruf häbitarions and 


to come again to Flillſborough on the firlt of 
« March, No meaſures were taken to diſarert 


them; and therefore we may conclude,” that his 


Lordſhip*confided in their ſincerity. On the 
⁊ zth of February, late in the evening, Mis Lord- 
ip iſſued his order, in writing, for the army 
to leave Hillboroughy the very poſt to which his 
former order had dicected theſe uthappy men to 
reſort on rb | fir ſtof Naurcb. No previous notice 
of it was given to tlie Gentleman who had diſ- 
perſed the proclamations, to enable him to ſend 
out counter · orders, nor any meaſures taken to ſave 
the people from the reſentment and cruelty of 
the rebek. | A numder of them, who had 
not heard that che army had marched” from 
Hiltivorough, _ came! in, and, inſtead of a 
Britiſſ army, met the rebel Abo, Who had 
taken poſſoſſion ef che country. Some öf chem 


were ſhbt, ochers api s 1 5 moſt barba · 
Waun trend. 3 | 1 0 


: Wia iſtic of tis tea and ill. 
judged rhanner 6f collecting che «rhe 271 of the 


„ Thoſe men EN Surrender ended, to e err 
6c parole to remain quietly on their plantations, and to 
« repair to Hillſhorogh the 1ſt of Rm WT Log 
M. Mono, &c. 

Head — Feb. 22, 7781. ä 
country 


{ $6 J 
country ought not to be omitted. While his 
Lordſhip remained at Hillſborough, a number 
of loyaliſts, in the contiguous neighbourhood of 
Haw- River, were deſirous to embody and join 
him, Col. Tarleton was ordered to take à poſt 
which ſhould cover them. He arrived at the 
poſt at four Clock. in the aftemoon. At 


it, and to return to Hillſborough. This er. he 

obeyed. at three in the morning. In the mean 

time, the loyaliſts embodied with amazing expes » 

dition, to the number of 300, under Mr. Pyle and 

his four ſons. On the road te Col. Tarleton's 1 
poſt, and within two miles and a half of it; 
they fell in with a rebel corps of horſe and 
riflemen_ under Col. Lee. Miſtaking them for 
the. Britiſh troops ſent to cover them, they 
marched into the rebel lines, huzzaing for their 
King as they paſſed; but a ſhocking cataſtro, 
phe ſoon took place! Their ſhouts of accla- 
mation and joy were ſuddenly ſueceeded by a 
moſt dreadful carnage and horrible ſcenes of 
death. The firſt intimation of their ' miſtake 
they received from the bayonet and broad ſword, 
They were all llaughtered without mercy, ex- 
cept about forty, who, in their ſtruggles for 
life, made their eſcape, and joined the corps 
under Col. Tarleton. Among theſe were Capt. 
Pyle and his four ſons, hacked and wounded 

| in 
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in a moſt dreadful manner. No language can 
deſcribe the ſcene of horror from whence theſe 
unfortunate men had eſcaped ; none can paint 
their miſery and diſtreſs when they came in. 
Their underſtandings became ſo bewildered and 
loſt by the ſuddenneſs and terror of their miſ- 
fortune, that hours paſſed before they could 
be . at were TOY _ | 
friends.” | 


18a were the effect of thoſe dee 
which! were purſued in theſe two only in- 
ſtances of his Lordſhip's calling on the loy- 
aliſts while in Norch-Carolina, although he had 
many opportunities; for, in the courſe of his 
long zigzag march of 1200 miles, within 
the borders of this province, at every place 
where his army halted, the loyaliſts, without 
invitation, flocked into it. On his way to Ha- 
lifax, at Nuſe River, where he remained only 
three days, 1200 men came in uninvited, and 
offered to join his army in ſuppreſſing the rebel- 
lion; but their aid was not accepted. Had 
he ſtopped at any one place a fortnight or three 
weeks, and cordially embraced the loyal aid 
ready to join him, his waſted army would have 
been ſufficiently ſtrengthened to have done 
what be pleaſed. Had he ſtayed at Hillſbo- 
* until the day he had appointed, what 
. | numbers 
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numbers would have joined! If go men in 
leſs chan four days notice came in, how many 
more may we realonably conclude would have 


- Joined him in ten! Had this been done, it is 


the opinion of men, perfectly acquainted with 
the people of the country, that his Lordſhip 
would have been joined by more than 50e0 men 
in arms. With this additional farce he might 
eaſily and expeditiouſly have reduced the pro- 
vince, eſtabliſhed civil government, embodied 
a loyal militia, and left North Carolina in per- 
fect peace and ſafety. There was nothing to 
prevent it. The moſt violent rebels, and in- 
deed all who were not ready to ſubmit, had fled 
with their perſonal property into Virginia. And 
there was no force in the province, no militia 


_ embodied, ſave the army under Green,” which 


his Lordſhip defeated ſoon after he left Hillſbo- 


rough, with only 1200 men. 


It may be here aſked,” did his Lordſhip take 
no ſtep to embody the loyaliſts as a militia, for 
ſubduing the rebellion and the defence of the 


province? The anſwer is, he did not! Did he 


take none to recruit his waſting army ? Yesz but 
it was ſuch as could not, in its own nature, 
anſwer the purpoſe. Inſtead of employing men 


of weight and influence in the province, of 
hom there were many ready to be employed, 


Warrants 


l RT. 

- warrants were given to men of the: loweſt rank, 
and of no influence, to rtaiſe independent 
| companies. Inſtead of halting and cover- 
ing a diſtrict of country, while theſe | officers _ 
were gathering their men, his. rapid marches 
rendered it impoſſible to ſucceed, Very different 
was the policy of his enemy. Green accepted 
of every rebel, who was willing to ſerve him 
only for a month; and, as there were but few 
thus diſpoſed, he compelled others into his ſer- 
vice, by giving them no alternative but death. 
Thus, while the rebel General fled, he daily 
waxed ſtranger ; and the Britiſh General, who 
purſued him, was daily growing weaker. His 
Lordſhip, it ſeems, thought it below him to 
follow the old adage, © Fas eſt ab baſte doceri. 
« It is Jawful to learn . wiſdom from an 


enemy.“ 


I do not mean to detract from his Lordſhip's 
well- earned laurels in the battle of Guildford; 
and yet it ought to be known, that the 8000 
men under Green were chiefly compoſed of mi- 
litia forced out by the fear of death; that theſe 
men, not intending to ſupport the rebellion, or 
to fight againſt us, fled on the firſt fire; and that 
the obſtinacy of the battle was owing to the 
continentals, and a deſperate corps of plunder- 


ers, called Green Mountain Boys, who of them- 
N / ſelves 
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North Carolina, you, my fellow · ſubjects, will 
determine, whether his unaccountable negle& 


"I 0 3 
ſelves were much ſuperior in number to our 
„ 


| Upon this ſtate of his Lordſhip's conduct in 


of the loyaliſts, the diſgraceful plunder of his 
army, and his rapid and fruitleſs marches, were 
conſiſtent with any degree of wiſdom or policy? 


Whether they did not manifeſtly tend to alienate 


the minds of the Loyaliſts from their Sovereign, 
to waſte his own force, and to leave the 


country unſubdued? Did he not know, that 


he had before him a great extent of country to 


reduce? Why then did he not ſecure it as 
he conquered it? Did he not daily -ſee his 


gallant little army waſting apace by inceſſant 
fatigue, while Green was recruiting his by 
thoſe very meaſures which his Lordſhip was 
neglecting? Why then did he negle& them? 
Did not all this experience convince - him, 
that . theſe meaſures mult, in the end, prove 
ruinous to the very deſign which it was 
his duty to accompliſh ? Why then did he 
ſo pertinaciouſiy purſue them? Here we 
are at a loſs for the principles which could 
produce a plan of war ſo novel and fo ruin 
ous, Should we look for them. in the book 


; IL * 3] 

of Common Senſe, they are not there: ſhould 
vue ſearch for them in the Maxims of War, we 
ſhall ſearch in vaio; or in the Policy and Prac- 

tice of all former Generals, they are not to be 
found. In truth, his conduct was formed by 
no precedent, it was abſurd in e og the 
— — my in 


When his Ludin a . to a enen coun- 
try abounding with Loyalifts, and where he 
found no militia in arms againſt him, what 
ſteps did he take to obtain their aid? Did he 
iſſue his Proclamation calling on them to aſſiſt 
him? Did he tell them, that though he would 
not accept of the aid of the Loyaliſts in the 
Carolinas, when embodied under the officers 
of their own choice, and for the ſpecial pur- 
poſe of defending their own province, yet that 
| he had ſeen his miſtake, and would now ac- 
cept of their aid on thoſe terms? Did he ſtop 
the plunder of his army, or take any one mea- 
ſure which tended to ſecure the intereſt of the 
King's faithful ſubjects, or to bring over the 
minds of the diſaffected? No; for notwith- 
ſtanding his own experience had taught him, 
that his rapid marches after Green had pro- 
_ . duced no one benefit to the ſervice, but the 
greateſt miſchief, yet he was determined to 
purſue the ſame meaſures, Inſtead of calling 
Ne. the 


1392 3] 


the Loyaliſts to his aſſiſtance, he again waſted 
his time and his gallant troops in ridiculous 
marches after the Marquis de la Fayette. The 
Marquis retreated before him, laughing at 
his folly, as Green had done before. In this 
truly Quixotic purſuit, he marched in Vir- 
ginia 800 miles, without taking one meaſure 
to call the Loyaliſts to his aid, or to ſecure 
the country, which the Marquis, knowing his 
oton inferiority, thought it prudent to deſert. 
At length, convinced of the abſurdity of his 

conduct, or actuated by ſome other motive, 
he in his turn retreated before the enemy be 

had purſued to Portſmouth, and ſuffered that 
n to A and inſulc him in his retreat. | 


11 4 is a F erkubde trait in his Lordſhip s con- 
duct, which no reaſon can ſupport, no policy 
can juſtify, that while in all his marches he re- 
jected the aid of the Loyaliſts, and in the in- 
ſtances 1. have mentioned, after called upon, 
left them to the reſentment of the rebels, he 

gave every encouragement to the negroes. 
Protection and freedom were the baits thrown 
out to allure them. Many thouſands of theſe 
unhappy creatures, the property of Loyaliſts 
as well as rebels, came over to him. All were 
received. What good purpoſe to the King's 
ſervice could this anſwer ? Will his Lordſhip 

ſay, 


[921 


fay, i it was deſigned to diſtreſs the rebels? He 
ought to have conſidered, that it alſo diſtreſſed - . 
the King's faithful ſubjects, by robbing them 
of their property; that it tended to alienate 
their minds from his / cauſe, to give them 
an ill opinion of his diſcernment and juſ- 
tice, and that it was a. breach of that faith 
which had been often pledged to them by his 
Proclamation. Could theſe ſlaves be of any 
poſſible uſe to his army in his rapid marches ? 
No. He did not embody them, he did not 
truſt them with arms. They did not therefore 
add to his force; they were an unneceſſary 
and uſeleſs burthen upon his army. Theſe 
deluded men, women, and children (for there 
were of all ages and ſexes among them) could 
not live without food. His Lordſhip did not 
furniſh them with rations, nor pretend to 
forage for them. They were therefore. the 
. freebooters of his army : they lived, wherever 
the army marched, on the property of the Loy- 
aliſts and Rebels: they only ſerved to add to 
the number of Britiſh plunderers : they like 
them plundered, and feloniouſly robbed friend 
and foe, wherever they came. But, unhappy 
wretches! many of them met with their fate 
ſooner than their white fellow-plunderers, who 
more deſerved it. The ſmall-pox being in the 
army, they took the infection. Three-fourths 
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of them, incapable of following, died on the 


road; and, inſtead of the freedom * were 
promiſed, they met with dab. 


So early as July laſt, certain advices were 
received, that the French court had reſolved, 


during the hurricane months, to fend their 


naval force in the Weſt-Indies, with a large 
body of troops, to the aſſiſtance of the Con- 
greſs. Had not this advice been received, it 
was natural to expect it from what had already 
happened. The objects of this force could 
only be one of our poſts either at New York, 
in Virginia, or South Carolina. Our ſuperior 
force at New York, the ſtrength of that har- 


bour and garriſon, with the impoſlibility of 
forcing the entrance of the Hook by a naval 


power, however great, when defended by only 
a few veſſels of war, muſt have convinced any 
man of reflection, that their deſign could not be 
againſt New-York. Our force at Charleſtown, 
and the bar near the entrance of the harbour, 
over which it is impoſſible for ſhips of the line 
to paſs, might have alſo convinced his Lordſhip, 


that that port was not their aim; and conſe- 


quently, that our army in Virginia was to be the 
only object of the united exèrtions of France and 
America. Thoſe circumſtances ſhould have 


taught 


R TY 


taught bim to have guarged, as; early as poſs 
fible, againſt the threatened ſtorm, by every 
prudent. exertion..' It was. therefore his Lords 
ſhip's firſt duty to have choſen the maſt proper 
ſpot of ground for repelling and ſuſtaining the 
aſſaults of bis enemy, This ought. to have 
been fortified by every exertion of art and in- 
duſtry ; and there was certainly time enough 
in which it might haye been done. And yet 
that precious time was waſted in the fruitleſa 
expeditions I have mentioned: thoſe works 
that were neceſſary to defend his army were 
neglected, weak, and imperfect, and his men 
at laſt wanted that ſecurity from the ſhot and 
ſnells of the enemy, which the time he had had 
at command, and a little induſtry, might have 
given them. 


The field 3 have been a much more 
eligible ſituation, than a. poſt thus wretchedly 
fortified, There his Lordſhip, would have had 
none to oppoſe him but the. land forces; the 
| ſeamen and heavy cannon from the French fleet 
would have been. uſeleſs . againit him. Wich 
6400 troops, the flower of the Britiſh army, 
whoſe ſpirits had been repeatedly elate with 
victories under his command, the chance in the 
field was certainly to be preferred. How many 
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inſtances does hiſtory afford, where a few deter- 
mined veteran troops have fought and defeated 


five times their number? Had not his Lord- 
ſhip with 1400 men lately defeated the rebel 


: General Green at the head of 6o00 ? Can we 


forget the heroic deeds of our anceſtors? Are 


the battles of Creſſy, Poictiers, Agincourt, &c. 


in which a handful of Britons, in the midſt of an 


enemy's country, fought and defeated five times 


their number, no longer leſſons of inſtruction to 
Britons ? Why then did not his Lordſhip reſolve 
to make the like exertions to ſave a Britiſh army 


from captivity, and his country from a Aiſgrace 


he moſt ſhameful e 


Another W of neglect and want of 


policy, I cannot paſs over. It is too im- 


rtant to the public ſafety to be omitted. 


His Lordſhip knew, on his arrival at Virginia, 


from the beſt authority, that there was a cer- 
tain poſt within his reach, which he might 


have taken, where he would have been join- 


ed by a greater number of Loyaliſts, than that 


of the combined force of France. and the Con- 


greſs. This meaſure was earneſtly recommended 
to his attention by his ſuperior in command, 


know 


who 23 abundant reaſon to believe and to 


; * \ 
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5 


know the certainty of ſucceſs z and yet he paid 
no regard to the recommendation, but to- 
tally neglected a meaſure, which would have 
ſaved his army from captivity, his country * 
from diſgrace,” and in a ſhort time have ended 


the rebellion.” 
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MY FELLOW SUBJECTS, 


0 U hn already ſeen the flighty ms 
wretched policy of our Southern General, 
from the time he aſſumed the command, to the 
arrival of De Graſſe in the Cheſapeak. In this 
Letter, I ſhall freely examine his ſubſequent 
conduct, to the diſgraceful ſurrender of his 
brave army at York and Glouceſter. Here 
we ſhall find his policy entirely changed, not 
for better or wiſer meaſures, but for thoſe which 
were evidently more inconfiſtent with common 
ſenſe. If we have ſeen him fruitleſsly flying, 
like a bird, through the air, © Jeaving no trace 
« bebjnd;” we ſhall now find him ſtruck with a 
lethargic ſupineneſs, equally fruitleſs, but in- 
finitely more fatal. That I may not fail to do 
juſtice to his conduct, in a matter ſo import- 
ant to my country, I ſhall lay before you, for 
your information, the following well. authen- 
ticated facts, 


On 


1 59 Þ 


on the roth of Auguſt, his Lordſhip took uf 
his quarters at the poſt of York, Knowing that 
it was not only poſſible, but very probable, that 
his army might ſoon become the object of the 


O 
| er ns of France and America. © 6 
; 30.21 us 70: aid! z v7 19 


On he zoth of Aveuld; the Count de Graſſe, 
with a fleet of 25 ſail of the line and three fri- 
gates, arrived in the Cheſapeak, blocked up 
the mouth of York, River, the only paſſage by 
water to his poſt, and ſoon after landed near 
Williamfburgh, nine miles only from Vork, 
3300 men, under the command of the Count de 
Simon. At this time, the Marquis de la Fayette, 
with 1300 continentals and a few Et, was. 


tip, and compelled it to return to New York 
ina diſabled condition, 5 


'On the 10th of Spider and not Ares: 
that i is, one full month after he had taken his 
| poſt, twelve days after the arrival of the 
Fane fleet, ſix days after the troops of France 
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were landed, and four days after their junction 


with Fayette, his Lordſhip began the lines of 
ee about his poſt. 


on ts 27th of Ser tember, 8 united 8 | 


of Waſhington and Rochambeau arrived from 
the North River, which they left the 29th ult. 


and formed a Jun 0 with Db Simon and 
F ayeite, | 


The force * the command of his Lordlhip, 


during theſe manceuyres, were the flower of the 


Britiſh army, enyred to vigory, and amounted 
to 6400 n 


Now here Was: a choice of opportunities, long 
continued, of ſaving his army from the gather- 


ing ſtorm; either by defeating his enemy in their 
detached ſituations, or of eſcaping unmoleſted to 
the Southward. 4 Rapid marches,” and vigorous 
| operations, would. have enſured his ſafety, and 
gained him the higheſt applauſe. The field of 


Fame, which ought to be dearer to a ſoldier 
than life, was open before him, inviting him 


to enter It, and to crop immortal laurels; but 
his Lordſhip, inſenſible of the many advantages 
he had over his enemy, and loſt to that vigour 
in operation, which hitherto had marked his 
military character, neglected them all. From 


the 
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the extreme of iuditivus; and fruitleſs 
| 4% matches,” he ſuddenly, and unexpectedly to 
all Europe, © rapidly” dropped into the con- 
trary extreme of total ination,” He now 
reſolved to fold his arms, and ſupinely wait 
until his enemies ſhould unite their ſcattered 
force againſt him. He remained in his poſt, 
which he diſapproved of when he took it, and 
which he had negleFed to fortify. He ſuffered 
the troops of France to be ſeveral days land- 
ing, in his neighbourhood, unmoleſted. He ſaw 
the rebel corps, under the Marquis de la Fay- 
ette, join them, without taking a ſtep to prevent 
it; and, when joined, although he ſaw them 
greatly inferior in effective force, he ſtil] remain» 
ed inactive in his © unprepared” and untenable 
poſt, and ſtood unconcerned at the gathering 
ſtorm, He ſuffered the widely- ſeattered troops of 
France and America to unite, and to inveſt and 
beſiege his unſiniſbed lines; and thus commit- 
ted his gallant army to the power and pleaſure 
pf. his enemy. 


The apology for this Rracge and unaccounta- 
ble conduct is to be ſeen in his letter to the Se- 
cretary of State, of the 20th of October. Let 
-us, my countrymen, freely and candidly exa- 
mine it. His Lordſhip declares, that © he never 
* ſaw this poſt in a favourable light.” Why 
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then did he take it? Why did he keep it? 


Should he anſwer, that he was ordered by this 
ſaperior in command to take i it; I then aſk, As 


| he knew that his ſuperior had never ſeen it, 


when he found it was not a proper and tenable 


poſt, did he ſignify his diſapprobation of it? If 


be did not, he neglected his duty. There is a 


difference between a rational and an abſurd or- 


der. In the firſt caſe, a ſoldier will execute it 
with cheerfulneſs. In the other, and more eſ- 
pecially when he knows that his ſuperior in 
command wanted juſt information, he will mo- 
deſtly point out the danger and abſurdity. There 
is no article of war againſt it; and he could 
but have obeyed the order, ſhould it be repeated 


at laſt. Beſides, when he reſolved to obey the 
orders of his ſuperior, by taking the poſt, why 


did he not comply with the ſenſe and the ſpirit 


of the order, by making the poſt as tenable and 
ſtrong as poſſible? This ſurely was à duty 
which his Lordſhip owed to his ſuperior in 
command to his own honour, to the ſafety 


of his brave e and to uy anal. and 


country. 


His Lid f oreher nee in his apology. | 


« When I found I was to be attacked in fo 
« unprepared a' ftate, and fo powerful an army” 
(woaning the corps of De Simon, : Fayette, 


7 PO Roch- 


1 owing that he found” bimſelf in this 


U was } 


| Rochambeau, and Waſhington, which he 
had ſuffered to unite), . nοhiag but the bepeg 


« of: relief. could have induced me to att 


„ tempt a defence. Now may we not 


here juſtly aſk his Lordſhip,” to hm was 


«unprepared fate? He might have taken 
a better. ,poſt, He might, between the n 
of Auguſt and the 10th of September; dur- 
ing which time he totally negletted this woe | 


have better & prepar and fortified them. 
And to whom was it owing; that he found 


himſelf &. atacted by fo powerful" an army 9” 


He ſaw; the troops under De Simon land un- 


moleſted within nine miles of his poſt; he 
ſay the rebel corps under Fayette join them 
from a diſtance of 23 miles, when Waſhing- 
ton and Rochambeau were at the diſtance of 


500 miles; and yet, with dis ſupe rio force, 


he remained in a ſtupor unparalleled” Wby 


did he not, with 6400 men, equal in gallantry 


to any upon earth, march aut from his * un- 


e prepared” and untenable poſt, and attack the 
inferior troops of France while they were land- 


ing? They were ſeveral days employed in this 


work, and performed it under great embarraſſ- 
ment. Why did he ſuffer the junction of the 


1 French corps under De Simon with that of the 


rebels under Fayette, _ doriag the landing 
of 
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of the former, the latter was diſtant rwenty- 
Ave miles, and his Lordſhip only nine? Was 


it not the duty of his Lordſhip, in this critical 
fituation; to watch the manceuvres of his de- 


tached enemies, and to defeat them in detail 
if poſſihle? Had the grounds of his hopes been 
ever ſo promiſing, this was certainly the duty 


and buſineſs of a ſoldier. Or if his Lordſhip's 
reliſh for fighting was abated, why did he not, 
to ſave his army, make a retreat to Wilming- 


ton, only 2 gro miles diſtant, or to South Carolina, 


where he would have been joined by the troops 
under Lord Rawdon, which would have placed 
him out of all danger? I ſay, why did he not pur- 
ſue ſome one of theſe meaſures, ſo manifeſtly point- 


ing to his own ſafety, and ſo eaſily performed; 


more eſpecially when he ſaw Waſhington and 


| Rochambeau approaching from the Northward ? 
His Lordſhip cannot plead ſurpriſe as an excuſe. 


His enemies were a full month after the arrival 
of the French fleet, before they could combine 


their force, ſo as to face him in the field with 
any hope of ſucceſs, or to beſiege him in his 


poſt, Nor was his Lordſhip a ſtranger to any 


of theſe manceuvres. He knew _ all, * 
yet guarded againſt none. 


Surely any one of the meaſures I have mow? 


tioned, even the leaſt promiſing of ſucceſs, 
— f was 


L 103 J 


was more ie eligible than either his meditated: but 


unexecuted projects of 4 eſcaping to New 
<« York from the Glouceſter fide, after the ar- 


„ rival of General. Waſbington's . troops at 


5 Williamſburgh z”. or that yet more ridicu- 


lous and dangerous one, o of << attacking” the 


| whole force of France and America, after he 


had, with l ſupineneſs, ſuffered 
them to unite z after he had loſt many men in 
the ſiege, and when, he himſelf acknowledges, 
«* the diſparity of his numbers left only a poſſi 


C gility that fortune would have favoured the 


« gallantry of the handful of troops under his 


command.“ And yet his Lordſhip reſolved to 
riſque, and indeed to commit the ſafety of his ar · 


my, on the moſt idle and vain hope of “ relief“ 


that ever entered into the head of man, Did not 
his Lordſhip ſee à French fleet, of 35 ſail of the 


line beſides frigates, ſtationed in ſpch a manner 


at the mouth of the Cheſapeak, as to prevent 
| treble their force from entering the Bay, and 


giving him “ relief?“ Had he not ſeen the 


fleet from which he expected relief defeated 


and driven back to New York by enhy twe- 
thirds of the Freach force then before him? 
And did he not know, that all the naval force 
at New York did not amount to more than 
two- thirds of that of nn He did know 
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all this; and therefore it was impoſſible for 


him, as a man of ſenſe, to hope” for “ re- 
lief“ from a force ſ% inferior. Under theſe 
circumſtances it was his moſt evident and in- 


diſpenſable duty, reſpecting which it was im- 
poſſible to doubt a moment, rather to rely on 
vigorous exertions, and to attack, with his 
ſuperior force, the detached corps of his ene- 
my, or at leaſt to make his retreat good before 
the junction of Waſhington, than to depend on 
relief, which was ſo manifeſtly vifionary and 
chimerical, 


To ſum up the vbole of his Lordſhip's con- 
duct, after he took poſſeſſion of the poſt at 


York, it ſeems evident that, contrary to all 
the maxims of war, he preferred a poſt that 


was naturally weak to one that was ſtrong; an 
wunfortified one, to one that was fortiſed that 


he thought it would contribute more to the 


ſafety of his army to keep it inactive and idle, 
in an «nfortified poſt, while a formidable force 
ſufficient to overwhelm it was collecting, than 
to employ it in conſtructing the proper lines 
of circumvallation and other defences—that 
it was better to ſuffer hjs enemy to combine its 
detached and widely. ſcattered forces, than to 
defeat them in detail—that it was more con- 
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ſiſtent with the honour and fame of a ſoldier 


to ſuffer himſelf to be beſieged in an © unpre- 
% pared” and unfortified poſt, than to retreat to 


a place of ſafety; and, finally, more ſo with 
the honour of his Sovereign and the intereſt of 
his country, to /oſe an army than to ſave one! 
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my FELLOW SUBJECTS, = —& ; 


| wW HEN I reſolved to addreſs you on our 
failures in the American war, a general 
apathy prevailed in every quarter of the king- 
dom. Few men ſeemed to feel the national ca- 
lamities; fewer ſtill to wiſh for an enquiry into / 
their cauſes; and ſcarcely any perceived that 
ſuch enquiry was neceſſary to enable you to re- 
cover your loſt dignity among nations, or to 
ſecure the empire from impending ruin. 
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Shocked at this general want of energy, at 
this fatal indifference and ſtupor, in a great and 
powerful nation, when its deareſt intereſts were 
at ſtake, I determined, if poſſible, to rouze 
you from your lethargy, by laying before you 
your alarming and critical ſituation. I further, 
as your friend and fellow-ſubje&t, wiſhed to 
point out the only remedy, which affords a pro- 
ſpect of retrieving your national honour and 
character, and ſecuring the — of 
ou country. 
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It vas evident to me, that after ſo many mil- 
lions had been ſpent, ſo many men had been 
| loſt, and the fame of Britons had been tarniſhed 
by ſo many heavy misfortunes and diſgraces, it 
could not be difficult to diſcover the'true-cauſey 
of them; and that it would be impoſſible for 


you to proceed in the war, with any proſpec of 


better ſucceſs, or of leſs national diſgrace, with- 
out ſuch a previous diſcovery. To bring on an 

enquiry into thofe cauſes was the declaeed purs 
_ poſe of my letters. 1 congratulate you that my 


purpoſe is attained by à motion made in the 
Houſe EG and Ware . 44 5 
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My An thus accompliſhed, and the bai. | 


ben in which your future ſafety is ſo much con- 
cerned, being now before a public tribunal, it 


would be indecent and improper for me further 


to interpoſe—indecent in reſpect to the Auguſt 
Body before which the enquiry is to be made, 


and improper in reſpect to the individuals con- 


cerned. I wiſhed not needleſsly, nor ever, un- 


Jeſs the public ſafety ſhould require it; to canvaſi 


even the public conduct of men; and on'this, as 
on every other like occaſion, my earneſt deſire 
is, no more than what the common good de- 
mands, that the innocent may be argaitred, the 
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guilty condemned, and our Sauer ee. * 
| deſpondency gng ruin. | 90 
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1. has been e that . is. a 


party- writer. Some ſay he is influenced by a 


miniſter or miniſters; others, that his aim is to 
throw a, veil over the miſconduct of one General 
by cenſuring the cond uct of the otber. Permit 
me, my fellow-ſubjects, to wipe off theſe 
groundleſs aſperſions, by declaring, upon my 
honour, that both of them are falſchoods, 
Neither in the writings of theſe letters, nor in 
any other publication, did I ever conſult a Mi- 
niſter nor did I ever aſk myſelf the queſtion, | 
whether I ſhould pleaſe or diſpleaſe any man 
whatever ? I have ever had my own. ideas of the 
public good our common intereſt. Theſe I 
have purſued, and wall invariably purſue, un- 
influenced by the onEAT, and unawed by the 


| w_ threats of the little. 


888 to "the: two. Geograla, whoſe operations are 


likely to be the ſubject of the Enquiry, they are 
ſcarcely known to me. 1 neither have, nor ever 
had any connection with either, nor any perſo- 
nal enmity to either, and conſequently can be 
no party-· man for either of them. My deſign 
. as I. early informed you, to enquire can- 

didly 


4 


private diſcuſſiong 
certainly have treß 


didly into the failures of the American war, that 
you might know the ſources from whence our 
national diſaſters have ſprung; and availing 
yourſelves of that knowledge, might prevent 
them in future. When I had paſſed over the 
Southern, it was my determined purpoſe to 


proceed to the Northern, operations; and had 


not a public enquiry, ever to be preferred to 
Tikemplace, I ſhould moſt 
In both with equal can- 


dour and freedom, * For I further declare to 


you, that upon an impartial conſideration of 
both, I find, what I am convinced every can- 
did enquirer will find, that it is impoſſible to 
decide, which of the two Commanders has 


proved himſelf the abler or better General. 
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